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Figure 1. Dichotomous categorization of disease into affected and unaffected groups (left) and a quantitative liability distribution (right) in
which individuals are modeled as becoming affected when their liability passes a certain threshold, ‘t’.
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Figure 2. Quantitative risk factors or endophenotypes, such as metabolic, personality, or electrophysiological traits, are influenced by the
same loci as liability to alcohol dependence and may be more proximal to gene action. Genes with small to moderate effects on liability
(small arrows) may have substantial effects on the quantitative risk factors (larger arrows).
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