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THE BACK TO WORK WORKGROUP GOES TO WORK

Subject: Ramp-Up Plan of Downstate Research Activities

The Downstate Back to New Normal (BTNN) workgroup, as part of the Coronavirus Preparedness Task
Force appointed by president Riley, is pleased to announce policies (attached) for ramping back up
research activities. A subcommittee of the BTNN, chaired by me and comprised of laboratory- and
human-research faculty and staff, developed the plans, which aim to ensure workforce and human-
subject safety, while providing flexibility for researchers. Thank you to those involved for their
collaboration, insights, and diligent work.

Each research group is required to fill out and submit their group-specific ramp-up plan according to the
process described in the attached documents. Links to the documents can also be found and
downloaded on the Back to Work Website here.

The submitted plan must be approved by my office before ramp-up can commence.

We are confident that the ramp-up will enable our researchers to regain the momentum disrupted by the
pandemic shutdown, thereby resuming their impressive research and its critical contribution to
Downstate’s mission. Please do not hesitate to contact me (svp-research-office@downstate.edu
questions or concerns as we work together as part of the larger Downstate community to move forward.

Best wishes,
David Christini, PhD
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