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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines for classifying infections.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: Definitions from the CDC’s National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) approved by the Infection Control Committee will be used for classifying infections.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Director/designee will ensure compliance

V:
Procedures/Guidelines: One of the problems of surveillance is interpreting the clinical event. Definitions of infections are important for continuity in identifying outbreaks and comparing data between hospitals.  Downstate Medical Center has adopted the same set of definitions of infection used by the Centers for Disease Control's National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN). This enables us to provide a common baseline for interpreting our surveillance data.  In addition, as we are a contributing hospital to this national data base, we are in compliance with their requirements.

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING THE SITE OF A NOSOCOMIAL INFECTION 

Before an infection is recorded and reported to NHSN, the person performing surveillance must decide that the clinical, laboratory, and other diagnostic information gathered on the patient satisfy the criteria for a NHSN healthcare associated/nosocomial infection (HAI).  To assist surveillance personnel in making these decisions consistently, NHSN has provided the hospital with a manual containing a listing of the infection sites used in NHSN and the criteria for determining the presence of an infection at each of the specific sites.  In as much as the NY State Department of Health (required for mandatory reporting), the Hospital Director, and the infection control committee have approved our participation in NHSN, these criteria have also received approval.
Whenever possible, generally accepted criteria are used; however, where clear consensus is lacking, the criteria are based on the best information available.
Any infection reported to NHSN must meet the definition of a NHSN healthcare associated/nosocomial infection (HAI): a localized or systemic condition resulting from adverse reaction to the presence of an infectious agent(s) or its toxin(s) that a) occurs in a patient in a healthcare setting (e.g. hospital or outpatient clinic), b) was not found to be present or incubating at the time of admission unless the infection was related to a previous admission to the same setting, and c) if the setting is a hospital, meets the criteria for a specific infection as defined by the CDC. Criteria for specific HAI (e.g. central line associated bloodstream infection (CLABSI), ventilator associated pneumonia (VAP), Catheter associated urinary tract infection (CAUTI), surgical site infection (SSI) is listed in the manual.
The NHSN manual is available for review in the Infection Control office.
VI:
Reason for Revision: Review

VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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