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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines for the handling of linen.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: All linen will be handled in a safe and sanitary manner utilizing the principles of Universal/standard precautions.

IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee will ensure compliance

V:
Procedures/Guidelines: 
PERSONNEL

Personnel shall comply with pre-employment and annual health exam requirements and

procedures as outlined in the ICM, section 20.

ENVIRONMENT

The clean linen is kept separate from the soiled linen area.

Clean and soiled linen is transported in separate covered carts.

Stored linen is kept in clean covered carts or on shelves.

New and repaired linen is washed before use.

Special linen such as O.R. linen is to be assembled in a lint free area and sent to C.S.S. for

autoclaving.

Soiled linen shall be bagged in patient care area prior to placement down the chute.

All linen is to be handled as contaminated under a system of Universal/Standard Precautions

and handled the same safe way.

Work area tables are cleaned daily with alcohol or a hospital grade germicide.

The laundry chute room access door must be kept closed at all times.

INCOMING CLEAN LINEN:

All incoming linen is to be delivered in clean sanitary containers.  Linen is to be covered for 

protection against airborne bacteria.

The linen carts are removed from the loading area and taken to the Clean Linen room.

Incoming clean linen is loaded on shelves in the Clean Linen Room in order to maintain a three 

day supply of shelf inventory. 

Linen carts are loaded from shelf stock in order to rotate shelf inventory

An exchange cart system is utilized for linen deliveries to the patient care units.

All linen carts for delivery to patient care units are covered in order to protect the linen.

Delivery carts are washed weekly with a hospital grade disinfectant solution.

Linen exchange carts are sanitized at the laundry plant by steam cleaning and subsequent

washing with a hospital grade germicide solution.

Clean and soiled linen areas must be kept separate at all times.

SOILED LINENS

Soiled linens are collected by the nursing staff and contained in laundry bags at the site of 
origin. Soiled linen should be placed and transported in bags that prevent leakage. Laundry 
bags should only be two thirds full when closed to allow for closure. Subsequent to collection, 
the bag is placed in the laundry chute.

Soiled linen bags are removed from the laundry chute daily for return to the plant for processing.

Soiled linen is kept separate from clean linens at all times. In the event that soiled linen 
personnel must work in the Clean Linen Room, they are to thoroughly wash their hands and don 
clean outer garments prior to entering the Clean Linen Room. The soiled linen room access 
door must be kept closed at all times.

Universal/Standard Precautions

Linen/Laundry service staff shall utilize Universal/Standard Precautions when coming in contact
with all patients and linen used by patients.  (See ICM, sections 2 and 2A)

PROCEDURE FOR CLEANING LAUNDRY CHUTE

Laundry chutes are equipped with a flushing system.  When chutes are to be flushed the following procedures are employed:

Chutes are emptied.

Chutes are blocked closed so as to prevent linen from being placed in chutes during flushing.

Hospital grade disinfectant is placed in chutes on each floor and chutes are again blocked 
closed.

Flushing system on 8th floor is then turned on for a period of fifteen minutes.

Chutes are re-opened. The aforementioned procedure is performed monthly.

VI:
Reason for Revision: Review

VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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