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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines to prevent the transmission of infections in patients 
undergoing gastrointestinal examination procedures.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: All patients will be cared for using universal/standard precautions and with endoscopic 
equipment which, at a minimum, have been subjected to a high level disinfection process.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee/ Chief, G.I Section/G.I Nurse/Technician will 
ensure compliance
V:
Procedures/Guidelines: 
Patients

Nursing units shall notify the G.I. unit of any patient on isolation/precautions. Appropriate levels 
of isolation shall be maintained in the unit, according to infection control guidelines.

Personnel

Personnel shall comply with pre-employment annual health exam requirement and procedures
outlined in the ICM, see employee Health Service polices. Shall wash hands between each 

patient. The use of the waterless alcohol based product is acceptable if hands are not visibly

soiled (ICM 15 D). 
Visitors

Casual visitors shall not be permitted in the GI unit.

Housekeeping

The area shall be maintained in a sanitary condition free from the accumulation of dirt. Sinks, 
floors and walls are to be cleaned daily. The exam table shall be stripped and cleaned between 
patients.

Equipment

Routine cleaning and disinfection methods of the flexible fiber optic endoscope as outlined in 
the ICM Policy Procedure for cleaning and disinfection of flexible fiber optic endoscopes (FFE) 
must be followed.

Universal Standard Precautions

All health care workers should routinely use appropriate barrier precautions with all patients. 

Controls on the System

Scopes should be randomly cultured and documented to ensure the efficacy of the disinfection
process.

VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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