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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines to prevent the transmission of infections in patients 
undergoing procedures in the pulmonary function lab.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: Universal/Standard precautions shall be utilized in the care of all patients.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee/Medical director/Chief Technician will 
ensure compliance
V:
Procedures/Guidelines: 
Patient

Patients in isolation precautions: The floor nurse must notify the Pulmonary Function Lab.  The 

procedure should, if possible, be deferred until the patient is out of isolation precautions. 

Otherwise, the patient is transported to the department (see ICM Section 5). The procedure 

room should be cleaned as for isolation precaution.

Patient's with IV therapy and urinary catheters shall have these systems cared for using aseptic

technique (See ICM 15A, 15B)

Personnel

Must comply with pre-employment and annual health exam requirements and procedures 

outlined in the ICM 20.

Personnel shall wash hands before and after patient contact, the alcohol waterless based 

product is acceptable if hands are not visibly soiled (See ICM 15D). Personnel shall not eat or
drink, in the lab.

Dress Code

Designated dress codes should be followed in cases of isolation precaution.

Universal Standard Precautions

Universal standard precautions shall be utilized in the care of all patients (ICM Sections 2, 2A)

Materials and Equipment

The machine used must be cleaned and maintained as per manufacturer’s guidelines.

A high level disinfection process at a minimum shall be used for mouthpieces and “nose clips” 

between patients. This procedure shall be preceded by washing and followed by a thorough 
rinse (OPA policy 15E).
A disposable microbial filter will be attached to the mouthpiece and machine in order 
to filter potentially infectious substances and reduce the potential for contamination of 
the spirometer. 

VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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