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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines for the prevention of transmission of infections in patients 
being cared for in the Radiation Oncology Department.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: All personnel will adhere to the following guidelines.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee, Medical director, Head Nurse will ensure 
compliance.
V:
Procedures/Guidelines:
INTRODUCTION
The Radiation Oncology Department is generally responsible for the delivery of radiation treatment to tumor patients.  All tumor patients are considered to be compromised hosts and thus are at higher risk for infection.

PERSONNEL
Personnel shall comply with the pre-employment annual health exam requirements and procedure as outlined in the ICM section 20.

UNIVERSAL/STANDARD  PRECAUTIONS 
!
All health care workers should routinely use appropriate barrier precautions with all patients as outlined in the ICM.

PATIENT 
!
All patients being treated in the Radiation Oncology Department should be observed by the clinical staff and appropriate action should be taken to prevent cross-infection from direct contact with wounds, lesions, contaminated articles, mucous membranes, and those diseases transmitted by the respiratory route.

Skin Rashes Noted in Patients Awaiting Treatment
!
A physician will diagnose the rash and an infectious disease consult will be called to differentiate between a communicable and non-communicable rash.

!
If non-infectious, the patient will be either referred to the Dermatology Clinic for further treatment or the necessary treatment will be prescribed.

!
If the rash is considered communicable, the patient is to be isolated from other patients and employees.  The patient shall be seen on a priority basis and the room properly cleaned in readiness for the next patient.

!
Hand-washing is mandatory before and after handling patients. An alcohol based waterless product can be used if hands are not visibly soiled.
WOUNDS 

!
Aseptic technique shall be used in the application of dressings and cleansing the infected areas.

!
Wound care is performed wearing gloves which are then appropriately discarded and hand washing is performed.

!
Disposable equipment shall be discarded in an appropriate garbage container lined with a plastic bag

SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT
Examining Gowns
!
Each ambulatory patient will be given a clean disposable examining gown if a treatment is to be done requiring disrobing.

Instruments and Supplies
!
All surgical instruments are either sterile disposable or are sterilized before use.

!
Whenever used instruments are returned to Central Sterile they must be rinsed of gross particulate matter and transported covered to Central Sterile for processing.

Reusable Instruments and Pieces of Equipment
!
Any instrument which comes in contact with the patient must either be disinfected between patients or have a disposable piece as the patient contact point.

Equipment Room and Supplies
!
All examining tables, lights, patient chairs and instrument tables are to be washed with a disinfectant-detergent solution.

!
Clean linens are provided for each patient.

Waste Management
!
All treatment rooms shall have at least one puncture resistant sharps disposal container.

!
One red lined container shall be available for the disposal of regulated medical waste.
Control on the System:
Environmental assessment and monitoring rounds will be periodically conducted by the Infection Control staff.

VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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