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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines to prevent and control the transmission of infections in 
patients being cared for in the PACU.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: All staff will adhere to the following guidelines.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Chief Anesthesiologist, Medical Director, Department Head 
(Associate Administrator for the O.R.)/Assistant Director Nursing will ensure compliance.
V:
Procedures/Guidelines:
Introduction

Patients admitted to post anesthesia recovery care unit (PACU) have varying underlying conditions, some of which may be infectious.  Factors common to all are analgesia/anesthesia predisposing to respiratory infection, and incision or endoscopic manipulation predisposing to surgical site infection. 

Patients

!
Sterile technique shall be used when dressings are done.

!
Foley catheter insertion and care follow procedures as outlined in the ICM 15A.

!
Tracheal suction shall be done wearing sterile gloves.  Disposable suction catheters are used only once and discarded.  Follow procedures as outlined in the ICM 16L.

!
The individual giving the transfer report shall notify the head nurse/designee of patients on isolation precautions prior to admission to PACU. Patients with known disorders spread through the airborne route (respiratory, or respiratory for TB isolation) shall not be admitted to the open ward.  Respiratory Isolation for TB and Respiratory isolation precaution patients shall be placed in a private room with the door closed.
!
Hands shall be washed or sanitized between each patient. An alcohol based waterless hand product may be utilized when hands are not visibly soiled.  
!
Intravenous lines are placed aseptically, follow procedures as outlined in the ICM 15B.

Personnel

!
Personnel shall comply with pre-employment and annual health exam requirements and procedures as outlined in the ICM, Section 20. Full time personnel may wear scrub clothing, if they leave the recovery room they shall wear a buttoned lab coat or cover gown. Universal Standard Precautions shall be utilized in the care of all patients (See ICM Sections 2 & 2A)

Materials and Equipment

!
Sterile and clean equipment and supplies shall be stored away from unclean items.

!
Linen shall arrive on the unit in a covered container and be freshly laundered for each patient.

Engineering

!
Air supply is filtered and not re-circulated. Air shall be at 50-65% relative humidity.

Housekeeping

!
Specific procedures are followed as per the ICM 17C.

Waste Management

!
All naso-pharyngeal liquid waste from suction machines shall be collected in disposal containers which are sealed prior to disposal in a trash can.  The canister and tubing must be changed every 24 hours or when the canister is full, whichever occurs first.

!
Sharps are discarded in special puncture resistant containers.

Reusable Equipment

!
All used reusable materials and equipment are cleaned or sterilized as appropriate prior to reuse.  Contaminated reusable instruments are to be placed in an impervious covered container to be picked up by CSS staff for reprocessing.

Environment

!
Traffic in and out of PACU should be kept to a minimum to curtail dust turbulence created by activity. Doors shall be kept closed and movement and conversations shall be minimized.

Control On The System

!
Environmental assessment and monitoring rounds shall be periodically conducted in the area. 

VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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