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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines for the prevention of the transmission of infection in patients 
admitted to the Medical Service.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: All personnel will adhere to the following guidelines.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee/ Chief, Medicine (M.D.) and/or 
Physician - in Charge of the Medical Service/head nurse will ensure compliance
V:
Procedures/Guidelines: 
Introduction

Medical departments frequently admit patients with communicable diseases or undiscovered infections as well as patients who are susceptible to communicable diseases.  These guidelines will help ensure maximum prevention of health care acquired infection while providing optimal therapeutic care for all.

Infection Control Practices

Patients
!
Shall be screened as thoroughly as possible for symptoms and objective signs such as cough, rashes, fever, sore throat, stiffness of the neck, and history of communicable diseases, or recent exposure to communicable diseases prior to placement on the unit.  A high degree of suspicion must be maintained for tuberculosis.  Patients suspected with pulmonary or laryngeal tuberculosis must be isolated until tuberculosis is ruled out or the patient has been treated and rendered non-infectious.

!
Those with possible communicable diseases shall be evaluated for isolation precautions.

!
Those with possible communicable diseases or exposure to them (with symptoms such as cough, rash, fever, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, U.R.I., acute febrile illness) shall be placed on appropriate isolation precautions until the diagnosis of communicable disease is untenable, or the patient is no longer considered infectious to others.

!
The appropriate isolation for the disease shall be initiated and adhered to until the patient is discharged from isolation or the Hospital (see Diseases Requiring Isolation, Section 2, ICM).

!
When an isolated patient must be transported to another part of the hospital, proper transportation procedures shall be used.  (Isolation Techniques Section 4, ICM).

!
Placement of IV lines and Foley catheters shall be done according to established standards as outlined in the ICM.

Personnel

!
Shall comply with the pre-employment and annual employee health requirements as outlined in the ICM section 20.

!
Shall wash/sanitize hands before and after each patient-care contact and utilize universal/ standard precautions. An alcohol based waterless product is acceptable if hands are not visibly soiled.

!
Shall not eat on the unit except in designated areas.

Universal/Standard Precautions

!
Universal/standard precautions shall be used in the care of all patients ICM 2& 2A

Visitors
!
Shall be instructed by the staff on the procedures to follow regarding hand washing and personal protective equipment to utilize when visiting patients on isolation precautions. 

Materials and Equipment

!
There shall be "dirty" and "clean" areas for the separation of clean and soiled materials and equipment. Sterile supplies shall be stored in closed cabinets, rotated properly, and re-sterilized or discarded when no longer considered sterile.

Housekeeping (Environmental Service Personnel)
!
Housekeeping shall follow room-cleaning procedures outlined in the ICM Section 17C.

Controls on the System
!
The Infection Control Program shall periodically conduct environmental assessment and monitoring in patient care areas.
VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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