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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines to prevent the transmission of infections when handling tissue 
and other clinical specimens.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: Universal/Standard precautions will be used when handling tissue and specimen.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee, Laboratory Supervisor will ensure 
compliance
V:
Procedures/Guidelines:

Introduction

At all UHB laboratories we practice universal standard precautions.  Under a Universal Precautions system the blood and other bodily fluids except sweat of all patients are considered potentially infectious requiring the use of barriers when contact is anticipated.
Infection Control Practice

!
Eating or drinking or storage of food or beverages is not permitted in the laboratory.

!
Use of syringes, needles, and other sharp instruments should be avoided if possible.  Used needles, scalpel blades, and syringes shall be discarded into the sharps disposal container.

!
Needles shall not be re-sheathed, bent, broken, or removed from the syringe, or otherwise manipulated by hand.  Pipette disposal is by placement into the large red sharps disposal containers.

!
Disposable non-sterile gloves should be worn by all personnel engaged in activities that may involve direct contact of skin with blood, cell specimens, cultures, or tissues.  Gloves should be carefully removed and changed when they are visibly contaminated.  Hand washing/hygiene with soap and water immediately after infectious materials are handled and after work is completed EVEN WHEN GLOVES HAVE BEEN WORN should be a routine practice. An alcohol based waterless product is acceptable when hands are not visibly soiled.

!
Generation of aerosols, droplets, splashes, and spills should be avoided.  Face shields, goggles, masks, should be used when handling specimens or when performing procedures involving aerosolization.

!
Mouth pipetting is not allowed.

!
All laboratory accidents, including cuts, punctures and/or abrasions are to be recorded on standard form and the employee referred to the Employee Heath Service as soon as possible.

!
"Lab Coats" or aprons should only be worn in the laboratory.  Do not wear them outside to lunch or outside the building.

!
Laboratory work surfaces should be decontaminated with an appropriate chemical germicide (such as 10% sodium hypochlorite solution or 70% ethanol) after a spill of blood or other bodily fluids and when work activities are completed.

!
Retrieval flask on Coulter Counter and flasks attached to vacuum lines for collection of supernatant are to contain approximately 10-20 ml of sodium hypochlorite solution.

!
All tubes, flasks, trays, etc., containing bodily fluids or cells must be closed for transport and disposed in the appropriate biohazard container.

Employee Health Issues
Personnel

!
Must comply with the pre-employment and annual health exam and procedures outlined in the ICM 20.
VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments:

VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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