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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines for the prevention of the transmission of infections when caring for patients known to the have the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or AIDS in any area in the hospital.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: Universal/Standard precaution will be used when caring for all patients.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee, Medical Director, Assistant Director of 
Nursing, will ensure compliance
V:
Procedures/Guidelines:

INTRODUCTION

Patients with HIV/AIDS (PWA) present a complex infection control challenge.  They may become infected because of altered resistance due to their underlying disease or they may be infectious to others if they develop certain opportunistic infections.  Fulminant infections may present atypically, and may be caused by opportunistic commensal organisms that are part of the patient's flora or rarely by pathogenic organisms from the animate and/or inanimate environment.  Early diagnosis and appropriate therapy are therefore necessary for a favorable outcome.  The infection control plan for PWAs is designed to interrupt transmission of pathogens from the patient to other susceptible hosts, and to prevent invasion of the patient's body by his own endogenous microbial flora.

Personnel

!
Personnel shall comply with pre-employment and annual health exam requirements as outlined in the ICM Section 20.

!
Shall wash hands before and after each patient care contact (alcohol based waterless products are acceptable if hands are not visibly soiled) and utilize universal/standard precautions when caring for all patients (see ICM Section 2 and 2A).

Patient
!
Prior to placement patients shall be screened, as thoroughly as possible, for symptoms and signs of communicable diseases or recent exposure to communicable diseases.  A high degree of suspicion must be maintained for tuberculosis.  Patients suspected with pulmonary or laryngeal tuberculosis must be isolated until tuberculosis is ruled out.  This period may vary, based on the clinical response of the patient to therapy, and on the risk of single or multiple drug resistance.  In all cases of suspected infectious TB, the patient should be isolated until he is on effective therapy, is improving clinically (i.e., resolution of cough, and resolution or diminution of fever), and 3 consecutive AFB smears, collected at a minimum 8 hours apart, are negative for AFB.

!
The appropriate isolation precaution shall be initiated and adhered to until the patient is discharged from isolation precautions or the hospital (ICM Section 2).

!
When a patient on isolation precautions must be transported to another part of the hospital, proper transportation procedures must be used (See ICM Section 4).

!
Placement of IV lines shall be done according to established standards (See ICM Section 15B).

CONTROL ON THE SYSTEM

!
Reportable diseases are to be reported to the Health Department.  Residents and nursing staff should assist by notifying Infection Control at x1940.

!
Nursing professionals may culture draining or suspected infection sites, surgical wounds, respiratory, etc.  Blood cultures are drawn by the physician.

!
Environmental assessment and monitoring rounds are conducted in the area at least on an annual basis.

VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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