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I:
Purpose: To provide infection prevention and control guidelines for the SMIC staff to 
prevent or minimize the possibility of causing, or transmitting infection to both the patient 
and staff during the operation and performance of preventive or corrective maintenance 
of biomedical instrumentation.

II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: All personnel will utilize the following guidelines.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee/supervisors will ensure compliance and assist in the formulation, review and enforcement of infection control guidelines, policies and procedures for the area.

V:
Procedures/Guidelines:

Patient Related
!
Personnel entering and leaving critical care areas shall observe all rules pertaining to infection control in that area, e.g., wash/sanitize their hands prior to and after attending to patient related equipment, etc.

!
SMIC personnel shall consult with Nursing staff for appropriate instructions before entering any patient area posted with an isolation or precaution sign.

Universal/Standard Precautions
!
SMIC personnel coming in contact with all patients shall utilize Universal/Standard Precautions (see ICM, sections 2 and 2A.)

Equipment Related
!
Instrumentation and/or accessories suspected or known to have been contaminated with infectious material shall not be sent to SMIC labs without first being decontaminated by the user/Central Sterile (except as stated under "Procedure for Cleaning").

!
Upon receipt of a purchase requisition for patient care equipment, SMIC will determine if the requested item is substantially different from similar items already in use, and appears to present an infection control problem requiring special procedures.  If so, SMIC will notify Infection Control Department.

Employee Health
!
Personnel shall comply with pre-employment and annual health requirement and procedures as outlined in the Infection Control Manual, section 20.

Education
!
All employees shall participate in Infection Control in-service training as directed by Hospital Policy.

Dress Code
!
Gloves shall be worn by any personnel working on an instrument or equipment which may be contaminated with the blood or body fluids of patients.

!
Hand washing/hygiene shall be observed before and after working on any patient care equipment in the O.R./Patient area. An alcohol based waterless product may be used if hands are not visibly soiled.
!
Surgical scrub attire contaminated with blood or body fluids shall immediately be changed.

!
Surgical scrub attire, masks, and caps, shall be worn in all surgical suites.

!
Surgical scrub attire worn outside surgical suites must be covered by a buttoned lab coat or cover gown.

!
Surgical scrub attire shall not be worn on the street.

PROCEDURE FOR CLEANING INSTRUMENTATION
!
Exterior dirt and grime shall be removed using a hospital grade disinfectant.

!
Exterior dust shall routinely be removed from accessible areas by the user in conjunction with housekeeping.

!
Any device which is known to have been exposed to blood or body fluids shall be appropriately cleaned and decontaminated by the user. (see section on DECONTAMINATION)

!
Any device which cannot be decontaminated by the user due to inaccessibility to the contamination, can call upon SMIC for guidance to allow the user to decontaminate the device.  While providing guidance, SMIC personnel must wear gloves and/or protective clothing as required, so as to avoid any contact with blood or body fluids.

!
The standard procedure for transporting potentially contaminated equipment must be adhered to: a biohazard label must be affixed and the portion of the equipment which is contaminated must be identified.

Decontamination (For reference)

!
Present standards (OSHA Bloodborne Standard) for decontamination of items exposed to, or contaminated with the blood and body fluids of all patients require the following:

!
Cleaning with copious amounts of soap and water, followed by saturation with a 0.5 sodium hypochlorite solution or a 1:10 dilution of household bleach.

!
Surfaces must remain wet for a period of 10 to 30 minutes.

!
A 70% ethyl or 90 % isopropyl alcohol solution may be used providing that surfaces are saturated with the solution and allowed to air dry for a period of 1 hour.

!
Personnel who work on equipment as specified in paragraph 1 of this subsection must wear gloves during the procedure.

Control on the System

Environmental assessment and monitoring round shall be periodically performed in the area by 
the Infection control staff. 

VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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