SUNY DOWNSTATE MEDICAL CENTER

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL OF BROOKLYN

POLICY AND PROCEDURE







    


No:  Section 16EE










Page 1 of 2
Subject: INFECTION CONTROL POLICIES & 

PRACTICES FOR ELECTROCARDIOGRAPHY 

& ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY


Original Issue date: 1986
Prepared by:  George Allen, Ph.D., CIC


Supercedes: June 2003
Reviewed/Approved by:




Approval Date: August 2007

        Michael Augenbraun, MD, FACP


Distribution:
Infection Control Manual

Issued by:  Infection Control Program

________________________________________________________________________________
I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines for reducing the risk of transmission of infections while performing EKG.

II:
Definition: None

III:
Policy: All EKG personnel will adhere to the following procedures.

IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee will ensure compliance.  Physician Department Head (Cardiologist): Assist in the formulation, review and enforcement of infection control guidelines within the department. Chief Technician: Enforce the appropriate application of infection control procedures by personnel within the department and as they work throughout the hospital and takes responsibility for monitoring equipment for cleanliness and safety.

V:
Procedures/Guidelines:

Cross-infection can occur because EKG personnel enter patient areas in the hospital, and equipment is used on multiple patients, some of whom may be infected, or at high risk. These policies and procedures have been developed to reduce the risk of cross-infection.

Patients

Isolation Precautions

Staff performing procedures on patients who are on isolation precautions must adhere to the 
applicable guidelines (ICM Section 5). Whenever procedures are being performed on a patient 
whose surgical incision is not covered by a dressing, e.g., CT patients in the CITU, the cables 
and leads must be decontaminated before the procedure is begun.  Alcohol may be used to 
decontaminate the equipment. After the EKG machine has been used on a patient on isolation 
precautions the tapes, cables, straps and electrodes must be decontaminated.  Alcohol may be 
used.

Personnel

Personnel shall comply with pre-employment and annual health exam requirements and 
procedures as outlined in the ICM, section 20.

All personnel shall utilize Universal/Standard Precautions when coming in contact with all 
patients.  (ICM, sections 2 and 2A.)

Materials and Equipment

The machines used must be appropriately cleaned and maintained.  Leads should be sanitized 
daily or when visibly soiled, whichever occurs first.
Any items requiring sterilization should be processed by the appropriate method and according 
to the manufacturers recommendations, the TEE Scope used for Trans-Esophageal 
Echocardiography must be cleaned and disinfected between each patient.  Processing with 
Orthoptalaldehyde (OPA). See ICM 15K.
VI:
Reason for Revision: Review

VII:
Attachments:

VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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