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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines for preventing the transmission of infections when caring for patients on the psychiatric unit.
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: All personnel must adhere to these guidelines.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee will ensure compliance

V:
Procedures/Guidelines:
For optimum response to therapy, psychiatric patients require freedom of movement which may preclude effective isolation techniques from being practiced on a psychiatric service.  Therefore patients who do require precautions may need to be transferred to another unit.

Patients

If isolation precaution is indicated, the attending physician in consultation with the infection control staff should determine whether the patient can be transferred to another unit or safely cared for on the unit.


If the patient is not transferred procedures for isolation should be followed as per the Infection Control Manual (See ICM Sections 4 - 14).  Emotional status considerations may however lead to modification of the requirements for a precaution sign.  When signs are not displayed this information is communicated at the shift change report.

Personnel

Personnel shall comply with pre-employment and annual health requirements and procedures as outlined in the ICM Section 20.

Universal Standard Precautions
!
Universal Standard Precautions shall be utilized in the care of all patients (See ICM Sections 2 & 2A)

Equipment

Electroconvulsive Therapy (ECT) Equipment


A written record of maintenance and cleaning should be established.


Electrode sponges in use are usually disposable.  However, if they are not, the electrodes shall be wiped with an alcohol swab, air-dried, and stored in a clean, dust-free area.


Electrode paste or cream should be clean but not necessarily sterile.


Reusable airways and mouthpieces shall be reprocessed and maintained by the recovery room staff.  Reprocessing shall include items which are thoroughly washed with detergent, rinsed, packaged, and autoclaved after each use.

Suction Equipment

A fresh disposable suction canister is used for each patient.  Suction equipment used during ECT is maintained by the recovery room staff.

Oxygen equipment

New tubing, mask and catheters, etc., shall be used for each patient.


Ambu bags should have a one-way valve.  They should be processed by Respiratory after each patient use.


Humidifiers should be changed according to Respiratory Therapy department guidelines.


All used patient care equipment is considered contaminated and should be collected by Central Sterile and decontaminated prior to reuse.

Occupational Therapy Equipment

Most supplies are for single patient use in projects.  Thus they are not shared.


If a patient has an open hand lesion, he/she shall wear gloves for handling shared equipment such as scissors or a hammer.  Patients with upper respiratory infections will be taught to cover their nose and mouth when coughing and may be required to work at a separate table.


Shared items such as tools are cleaned if contaminated with secretions or visibly soiled.

Control on the System

Environmental assessment and monitoring rounds should be conducted in the area at least on an annual basis.

VI:
Reason for Revision: Review

VII:
Attachments:

VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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