SUNY DOWNSTATE MEDICAL CENTER

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL OF BROOKLYN

POLICY AND PROCEDURE








    


No:  Section 15H









Page 1 of 1
Subject: Care and Use of 


Thermometers


Original Issue date: 1978

Prepared by:  George Allen, Ph.D., CIC

Supercedes: August 2006
Reviewed/Approved by:



Approval Date: August 2007

        Michael Augenbraun, MD, FACP


Distribution:
Infection Control Manual

Issued by:  Infection Control Program

___________________________________________________________________________

I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines for preventing the transmission of infections during use of 
thermometers.

II:
Definition: None

III:
Policy: Universal/Standard precautions shall be utilized by all staff during temperature 
determinations.

IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee will ensure compliance

V:
Procedures/Guidelines: Disposable thermometers are the preferred method for routine 
temperature determinations by the oral, axillary and/or rectal routes. Electronic thermometers
may be used only for oral temperatures.  A fresh disposable probe cover must be used for each
patient. Temperature by the tympanic membrane method is an acceptable alternative.
VI:
Reason for Revision: Review

VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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