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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines to prevent the transmission of infections while performing or 
assisting in minor procedures.
II:
Definition: Minor procedures: Procedures that generally require skin preparation and 


involve entering a normally sterile area of the body. They include: bone marrow 

aspiration; biopsy; pericardiocentesis; arthrocentesis; peritoneal dialysis; intra-articular 

therapy; intrathecal therapy; lumbar puncture; and dressing changes.
III:
Policy: Minor procedures are done utilizing sterile technique.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee will ensure compliance
V:
Procedures/Guidelines: 

Mask, gowns and sterile gloves are required to maintain sterility.

Prior to prepping, the site should be located and marked.

If hair removal is desired clipping or a depilatory should be used.

An iodophor or an antimicrobial agent e.g. chlorohexidine (CHG) must be applied to the site
Before beginning the procedure:  use gauze or cotton balls soaked in the antimicrobial agent, 
hold with forceps, begin prepping at the selected site painting an ever widening circle.  Repeat
twice but do not make the circle as large as the previous prep.  Permit contact for at least five 
(5) minutes. The prepped area must be surrounded by sterile drapes. 

Dressing Changes

Breaks in the skin, whether they are surgical sites or decubiti is a breach of the primary defense system of the body which places the patient at risk for the invasion of pathogens.  Consequently, aseptic techniques should be utilized when dressing changes are done.

Un-sterile gloves are to be used for removing soiled dressings.

Hands are washed, sterile gloves donned, and aseptic technique utilized.

Fluid resistant gowns (universal/standard precautions) are utilized when splashing is 

anticipated, i.e., during would irrigation.
VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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