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I:
Purpose: To provide guidelines for the placement of patients who require isolation precautions
II:
Definition: None
III:
Policy: The following guidelines will be used when patient require isolation precautions.
IV:
Role Responsibility: Department head/designee will ensure compliance
V:
Procedures/Guidelines:

If infected or colonized patients are not placed in single rooms, they should be placed with appropriate roommates.  Generally, infected patients should not share a room with a patient who is likely to become infected or in whom consequences of infection are likely to be severe.

When an infected patient shares a room with non-infected patients, it is assumed that patients and personnel will take measures to prevent the spread of infection.  For example, a patient whose fecal material is infective may be in a room with others as long as he/she is cooperative, washes hands carefully, and does not have such severe diarrhea or fecal incontinence that either roommates or objects used by them become contaminated. Likewise, personnel need to wear gloves and wash hands when indicated and ensure that contaminated articles are discarded or returned for decontamination and reprocessing.  When these conditions cannot be met a single room is advisable.

In general, patients infected by the same microorganism may share a room.  Also, infants and children with the same respiratory clinical syndrome, for example, croup, may share a room.  Such grouping (cohorting) of patients is especially useful during outbreaks when there is a shortage of single rooms.

Roommates for Compromised Patients

Compromised patients should be kept separate from patients who are infected or have conditions that make infection transmission likely.  Compromised patients should be put in single rooms if possible and whenever an appropriate roommate is unavailable.

VI:
Reason for Revision: Review
VII:
Attachments: None
VIII:
References: CDC, APIC
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