
THE DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY  
MEDICINE PRESENTS

Wednesday,  
October 22, 2025 
8:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Virtual Conference

Transforming Emergency 
Medicine: Prioritizing 
Patient Safety and Quality 
Care in Our Emergency 
Departments

Scan the QR code or visit  
https://tinyurl.com/4j953jju

REGISTER



8:00 AM Welcome
Teresa Y. Smith-Bellille, MD, MSEd, FACEP
Interim Chair, Department of Emergency Medicine
Associate Dean of Graduate Medical Education 
and Affiliations Professor of Clinical Emergency 
Medicine

Elias Youssef, MD, MBA, FACEP
Chief of Service, Department of Emergency 
Medicine, Kings County Hospital Center

8:15 AM Essentials of Teaming and Good Teams,
Katherine J. Jones, PT, PhD

9:00 AM Quality Care in Building an Emergency Medicine 
Practice, Parin Shah, MD

9:45 AM Break

10:00 AM Cynthia Benson, DO, MPH, MBA, FACEP
Interim Medical Director, Department of 
Emergency Medicine, University Hospital at 
Downstate

Hope Taitt, MD, MBA
Medical Director, Department of Emergency 
Medicine, King County Hospital Center

10:15 AM Tending to TOCs: Mitigating Vulnerabilities in 
Transitions of Care, Silas Smith, MD, FACEP, FACMT

11:00 AM Saving Lives: The Urgency of Quality & Patient 
Safety and the Emergency Department,
Selwena Brewster, MD, MBA

11:45 AM Break

12:00 PM Daniel Imas, MD
Director of Quality, Department of Emergency 
Medicine, University Hospital at Downstate

Riddhi Desai, MD, MSEd
Director of Patient Safety and Quality, Department 
of Emergency Medicine, King County Hospital Center

12:15 PM Navigating the Challenges Ahead: Meeting Federal 
Changes with ED resilience and quality leadership,
Jinel Scott, MD, MBA, CPHQ

1:00 PM Closing
Dr. Cynthia Benson and Dr. Elias Youssef

SPEAKERSAGENDA

Katherine J. Jones, PT, PhD
Adjunct Associate Professor
Department of Health Services Research and 
Administration, College of Public Health
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Parin Shah, MD
Founder, CEO, & CMO,  
Emerge Healthcare Group,  
Texas Border Region

Silas Smith, MD, FACEP, FACMT
JoAnn G. and Kenneth Wellner Clinical 
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine

Chief, Division of Quality, Safety, and Practice 
Innovation

Selwena Brewster, MD, MBA
Interim Chief Medical Officer & Chief Quality 
Officer, NYC Health + Hospitals/ 
South Brooklyn Health

Jinel Scott, MD, MBA, CPHQ
Chief Quality Officer NYCHHC/Kings County

Professor of Clinical Radiology

ACCREDITATION & DESIGNATION STATEMENTS

The State University of New York (SUNY) Downstate 
Health Sciences University is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to 
provide continuing medical education for physicians.
 
SUNY Downstate Health Sciences University designates 
this learning format for a maximum of 4.50 AMA PRA 
Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians should claim only 
the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

ADA STATEMENT

Special Needs: In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, SUNY Downstate Health Sciences 
University seeks to make this conference accessible to 
all. If you have a disability that might require special 
accommodations, please contact or e-mail your needs to 
Aquila.Lewis@downstate.edu


