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Reported number of ricekttsialpox cases coincides with increased awareness of the disease. ¢ Rickettsialpox continues to be an endemic disease in New
York City and is recognized in other national and
1946-1959: . ) . .
Newlv di 4 di international geographical regions.
,?r:" y tblscol:/er_e NYléeaS(da . Although this disease is still relatively rare and
With outbreaxs in an underreported, inaccurate diagnoses can lead to

* Rickettsialpox is a gram-negative mite- -,
borne urban zoonosis that is prevalent
among the house mouse, mus
musculus, and is transmitted by the

Approximate Cases of Rickettsialpox

o ) . 1 ) | |
house mite Liponyssoides sanguineus. § 1000 ) Ukraine led to mcr_easzesd unnecessary hospitalizations, superfluous diagnostic tests,

» This bacteria , named rickettsial akari, was first identified =S ' L - International awareness and reporting.* and inaccurate treatment protocols, resulting in public
during the first outbreak of the disease which occurred in a * o N health consequences in social and healthcare domains.
housing complex in Queens, New York City in 1946.2 mbf‘“ \;9'\' il N 2000-2002:; « Analysis of literature suggests that increased awareness

« Patients presented to local hospitals with an unknown SUIC O & The anthrax scare of 2001 leads to increased diagnosis and reporting, thereby limiting
eschar followed by fever, malaise, and myalgia.? k WP in NYC led to anincrease in 0 orhidity of the disease

» Since the initial outbreak, cases have been reported both 1946-1959 1960-1979 1980-1999 2000-2020 .the nlumber of people |, The ease of treatment and prevention of significant
nationally and internationally, with most case reported in MNYC 724 12 45 256 inspecting cutaneous , hreaks obligates clinicians, public health professionals,
New York City.3 % National 7 ! 2 2 eschar lesions, leading to o, |5umen to familiarize themselves with the disease.

1 o jan Increase W dIaghosis . Heightened public recognition and interest is needed before
and reporting of cases.

Rickettsialpox is known as a relatively rare disease. However, Tl Avalinbie Saate | 2000 10 2010 (The eschar of ricekttsialpox the actual| pUGICHESE sig.nificar?ce of iSicIEEEE
studies have concluded that this disease is arguably under- icketsisipox Mposioticeses. I NG . § understood and cases Of CH S B
: : i, looks similar to the eschar quantified.
appreciated and under-recognized as a potential illness and .
in cutaneous anthrax.)

public hazard.*
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