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What is a Physician‐Scientist? (AAMC)
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MD‐PhD Careers (AAMC)
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MD‐PhD Specialties (AAMC)



PhD (~4 years)

Lab rotation
Lab rotation

USMLE STEP 
1 Dedicated

Downstate MD‐PhD Training Roadmap 



Current MD‐PhD Program Application & Matriculation 
Structure
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Getting Your PhD At Downstate SGS
• Degree Programs:

• Neural and Behavioral Sciences (Program Director: Dr. Jackie Meyers)
• Molecular and Cellular Biology (Program Director: Dr. Laura Martello‐Rooney)

• Class Requirements
• G1 year: Core Program Classes (reduced requirement for MD‐PhD Students
• G2+: 2 Advanced Electives

• Teaching Requirements: 50 hours

• Degree Requirements:
• Qualifying Exam: summer after G1
• Thesis Proposal: end of G2
• Thesis Defense
• Annual Work in Progress Presentations (Program Specific)

***For full requirements please reference the student handbook***
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MD‐PhD Thesis Topics

Check out what other MD‐PhD and PhD students are working on 
the SGS website



Educational and Community Development Opportunities 
• Monthly MD‐PhD Seminar (all years)

• Grand Rounds Style Student‐Led Case presentation
• Faculty mentor for input in area of specialization for each seminar
• Improving based on student feedback each year!!

• Regular Graduate School Seminar Series (NBS & MCB)

• Clinical Exposure Experiences during PhD years 
• VA shadowing with Dr. Weiss
• Downstate Infectious Disease Shadowing with Dr. Augenbraun

• Program Social (2x a semester) 

• NYC‐wide MD‐PhD Social Events (hiking, picnic & more!) 



Career and Professional Development Opportunities
In partnership with Justine Lottermoser, Ph.D, Manager of Career and Professional Development at the 
School of Graduate Studies

• Quarterly Career Talks with alumni and other nominated MD‐PhDs spanning academia and industry with 
varied career paths

• Travel awards to National MD‐PhD Student Conference and/or American Physician‐Scientists association 
annual meeting

• Participation in NYC‐wide MD‐PhD symposiums and career development events

• Access to Dr. Lottermoser (career and professional development advisor) as a graduate student

• F30 NIH Grant Writing Support

• Participation in Downstate Annual Research Day 
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MD‐PhD Students Presenting Their Work! 
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Who Are We Looking For? 

• Highly motivated students with a solid basic science research background

• Passion and commitment towards scientific investigation 

• Interest in pursuing a translational research career
• Community‐minded individuals who want to solve disease‐oriented scientific problems to advance 
medicine 
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Our MD‐PhD Community! 
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How to Apply
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Online Application PDF



Contact us!



Dr. Jeffrey P. Weiss– MD/PhD Program Director
Jeffrey.Weiss@downstate.edu

Dr. David Christini – Dean, School of Graduate Studies
David.christini@downstate.edu

MD‐PhD Faculty Leadership

Dr. Laura Martello Rooney – Molecular and Cellular Biology
Laura.Martello-Rooney@downstate.edu

Dr. Jackie Meyers – Neural and Behavioral Sciences
Jacquelyn.Meyers@downstate.edu

Graduate Program Leadership

Sharon Reid
sharon.reid@downstate.edu

Ed Throckmorton
ed.throckmorton@downstate.edu

Graduate School Office

Denise Sheares
denise.sheares@downstate.edu

More information here

Justine Lottermoser, PhD
Justine.Lottermoser@downstate.edu

MD‐PhD Student Leadership
Shreya D Shai – Chair, MD-PhD Student Committee 

shreya.desikan@downstate.edu


