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I. PURPOSE 

To prevent potential burns during MRI procedure to patients wearing medication patches. 

II. DEFINITION 
 

III. POLICY 

Patients undergoing an MR procedure will have all medication patches removed prior to 
the procedure. 

IV. RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Nursing Staff, MR Technologist, Radiology Staff and Radiologists 

V. PROCEDURES /GUIDELINES 
a. All patients arriving in the MRI area will be assessed for medication patches, i.e.-

nicotine, fentanyl, etc. 
b. Medication patches which are non-compatible must be removed prior to the patient 

entering the Scan Room. 
c. Radiology Resident is responsible for confirming the compatibility of the patch. If 

compatibility can’t be determined the procedure will be rescheduled until the ordering 
physician and Radiology Resident have discussed the case.  
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d. If a medication patch cannot be removed for clinical reasons, the Radiology Resident 
and ordering  physician will discuss alternative diagnostic procedures.  

e. Only if a medication patch is identified as MRI safe will the technologist proceed with 
the procedure. 
 

VI. ATTACHMENTS:  
 None 
 
VII. REASON FOR REVISION: 

 Review 
 
VIII. REFERENCES:  

• Joint commission Standards 
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