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= In 1856, two German physicians opened
The Brooklyn German Dispensary on Court
Street




= In 1857, the name was changed to St. John's
Hospital

= In 1858, the Hospital received a New York State
Charter, and the name was changed to Long
Island College Hospital



F'rom the first prospectus zssued 111 A[)‘l’i »1858




The Original LICH Building

PERRY MANSION,

The Perry Mansion was purchased for $31,250 February 13, 1858
It was the home of the Perry Family who were dairy farmers



It took two years to gather
faculty from across the
United States to staff the
newly opened LICH

The first lecture series
began March 29, 1860 and
the course of study was 16
weeks




THE FIRST COURSE OF LECTURES

IN THIS INSTITUTION,

WILL BE COMMENCED ON THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 1860,

MILLER, Esq., SecreTaRry.

COUNCIL:
SON, M % | C MITCHEL, M. D.
WM. H. DUDL H. HENRY, M. D.

PROFPESSEORS:
AUSTIN FLINT, M. D, ( -Orleans School of Medicine,) Professor of Practical Medicine and Pathology.
NK H. HAMILTON, M. D., (University of Buffalo,) Prof
or of Obs!

il of Ph ns and

or of Gene

DEMONSTRATOR OF ANATOMY:
J. G, JOHNSON, M. D.

Long Island College Hospital
The 1st medical school with bedside teaching in the US




Dr. Austin Flint Sr., Professor of Pathology and Practical Medicine at the Long Island
College Hospital described the Austin Flint cardiac murmur in his paper “On Cardiac
Murmurs,” in the American Journal of Medical Sciences in 1862

Not one of you who takes a stethoscope into his hand but is a debtor to Dr. Flint for simplifying

much that was complicated in the auscultation of the heart and lungs
- Dr. William Osler to his students



THE ANATOMY AND PATHOLOGY OF TWO IMPORTANT
GLANDS OF THE FEMALE URETHRA,

—

BT
ALEX. 1. C. BKEKE, M.D,
Professor of Gynecology I the Long Ialand College Hoapital, Brooklyn, New York,

(With Iitbographio plate,)

. P

Urox each side near the floot of the female urethra, there
are two tubules large enongh to admit a No. 1 probe, of the
French seale. They extend from the meatus urinarius np-

Dr. Alexander J.C. Skene
Long Island College Hospital Class of 1863



The Polhemus Memorial building was constructed in 1897 at the
corner of Henry and Amity streets and housed many of the
activities of the LICH medical school
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Medical students in the Polhemus building amphitheater

1900
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The Polhemus building outpatient waiting room in 1899







= Dr. Adolph Frederick Erdmann was a protégé
of Alexander Skene

= He was appointed hospital anesthetist on
February 14, 1905

m He was named Instructor in Anesthesia at the
Long Island College Hospital on May 25, 1905



m In the words of Dr. Erdmann, “There are a few
physicians practicing anesthesia in the area,
these men ought to get together and form a
society”.

= On October 6, 1905, “Ether Day”, the first
meeting of the Long Island Society of
Anesthetists was held in the Polhemus
building of the Long Island College Hospital.



= In the minutes of the meeting, the following
attendees were recorded as being present:

A.F. Erdmann
H.A. Sanders
L. Stock
R.O.Brockway
G.L.Buist

A.H. Longstreet
H.F. McChesney

G.F. Sammis
G.W. Tong

m The purpose of the Society was “to promote the art

[=]

and science of anesthetics”

For an annual fee of $1.00, hospital anesthetists
and other qualified physicians with special interest
in the field of anesthesia could join the society,
which was to hold monthly scientific sessions.



= The London Society of Anaesthetists was
founded in 1893.

= Thus while other groups of physicians with an
interest in anesthetics undoubtedly had met on
an informal basis, the Long Island College of
Anesthetists was the second organized
anesthesiology society in the world



= G.W. Tong. Nitrous Oxid-oxygen administration.
Clinical studies on the effect on blood pressure and
some considerations of re-breathing in prolonged
anesthesia. American Journal of Surgery Anesthesia
Supplement July 1922

= Medical Record: A weekly Journal of medicine and
surgery May 27, 1911:
= A meeting of the Anesthesia Society of New York will be
held at the Hahnemann Hospital, Park Avenue and 67t
street at 8:30 PM. The program includes the presentation
of apparatus, a review of current literature both English

and German, and a paper by Dr. G.F. Sammis on
“Nitrous Oxide Oxygen anesthesia”.

= During the Ninth Annual Session of the Clinical

Congress of the American College of surgeons, October
21-26 1918, H.K. McChesney could be observed in his
clinics on Tuesday and Thursday



= The history of the Society from its inception
until 1911 is unfortunately scanty, due to a 1911

fire at the home of the Society’s secretary, Dr.
H.A. Sanders



= By 1911, the membership of the Society had
increased to 23 members, many from “the
City”
Mexprrs OF THE LoONG ISLAND SOCIETY OF ANESTHETISTS (1905-1911)

. A. F. Erdmann® 13. L. T, Broughton
. H. A. Sauders* 14. H. T. Hotchkias
. L, Stock” 15. D. 8. Macnaughton
. R. O. Brockway* I6, F. Schroeder, Jr.
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5. G. L. Buist* 17. C. 1. Watson

6. A. 1. Longstreet® 18. AlMrcd Bournmann

7. M. F. McChesney* 19. J. D, Kruskal

8. G. F. Bammis*® 20. E. 8. Stone

9. G. W, Tong* 21. T. D, Buchanan

10. James Watt 22. J. E., Lumbard

11. W. E. Woolsey 23. James T. Gwathmey
12. Emeline C. Schirmer




= At the May 31, 1911 meeting of the Society, a
committee was appointed to consider
expanding the scope of the group to include
physicians outside Brooklyn

= On October 28, 1911, the final meeting of the
Long Island Society of Anesthetists was held at
the New York Academy of Medicine, the
Society to subsequently be organized as the
New York Society of Anesthetists.



= The business meeting was followed by a
lecture delivered by Professor Yandell
Henderson of Yale University on the relation of
the physiologic chemist to the anesthetist, and
a presentation entitled “Narcosis” by Professor
Max Verworn from the University of Bonn.



On February 7, 1912, James Gwathmey was
elected President of the Society

Annual dues were increased to $3.00, and the
Society was to meet three times per year

On May 15, 1912, plans were discussed to form
a national society of anesthesia practitioners

The Executive Committee was instructed to
discuss these plans with officers of the
American Medical Association

For the first but not the last time, these efforts
were rebuffed by the AMA



= By 1913, candidates for membership came from
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, and Maryland

= In 1921, efforts were again made to obtain
recognition by the AMA through the formation
of a section on anesthesia, again without
success



= In 1930, the 25" anniversary of the founding of the
Long Island Society was commemorated with a
two day program of clinical and scientific activities
at The Mount Sinai Hospital, documented by
Erdmann in his role as secretary
= Gwathmey spoke on the evolution of anesthesia

= Yandell Henderson on the role of the anesthetist as a
specialist in the therapeutic use of gases

= The Counsel to the Medical Society of the State of New
York on legal issues in anesthesia
@ Culminated in an outing to visit the hospital at the
Sing Sing Correctional facility in Ossining, NY



B In 1934, the Committee on Certification
established plans to conduct examinations that
would lead to certification as a “Fellow in
Anesthesiology”-the first step in obtaining
recognition as a medical specialty

= What remained was the recognition of the
Society as a truly national body



= On February 13, 1936, Secretary-Treasurer Paul
Wood spoke in favor of recognizing the
national character of the New York Society by
changing its name to “The American Society of
Anesthetists”

= He reviewed the unwillingness of those bodies
responsible for recognizing medical specialties
to grant that distinction to anesthesia due to the
local character of its professional organization

= And, 120 of 124 members polled indicated their
support



= Dr. Erdmann rose to speak, indicating his
initial opposition to the change, his recollection
of the Long Island Society being “swallowed
up by the men in New York City”, and his
concern that the society would lose its identity

= But he went on to say “I am overwhelmed by
the recognition of the changes which will take
place, and by the fact of the necessity for
making those changes”



= On June 2, 1937, plans for affiliation of an
American Board of Anesthesiology with the
American Board of Surgery were completed.

= In February 1938, the Advisory Board for
Medical Specialties approved the affiliation,
and the American Board of Anesthesiology was
incorporated in New York

= In 1941, the ABA was permitted to separate
from the American Board of Surgery



= On April 12, 1945, the Society was officially
renamed the American Society of
Anesthesiologists

m Extra credit: what other historical event
occurred that day?
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= Dr. Adolph Frederick Erdmann, for all intents
and purposes the Founder of the American
Society of Anesthesiologists, died in 1953 at the
age of 86, having seen the specialty of
anesthesiology take its rightful role as a full
member of the family of medical specialties

= He was recognized for the part he played in
this transformation by his designation as ASA
Active Member #1
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American Society of Anesthesiologists, Inc. In
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