
The DNP Program at SUNY Downstate Health Sciences University 
College of Nursing prepares nurses for the highest level of nursing 
practice in which they can actively participate in attaining the 
quadruple aim of healthcare: improving the patient experience of care, 
improving the health of populations, reducing the per capita cost of 
health care, and improving healthcare team well-being.
For master’s-prepared registered 
nurses seeking to lead change at 
the organizational and systems level 
rather than pursue advanced practice 
certification, the College of Nursing 
also offers a DNP in Clinical Leadership 
and Practice Innovation. This track 
prepares nurse leaders for roles such 
as Chief Nursing Officer, Clinical 
Systems Director, and Quality and 
Safety Executive through advanced 
coursework in systems leadership, 
quality and safety, health policy, 
finance, and organizational innovation. 
Open to applicants holding a master’s 
degree in nursing and a current, 
unencumbered RN license (APRN 
certification is not required), this track 

is 39 credits and can be completed 
in 5 semesters (two years) through a 
part-time, fully online format.

The curriculum includes 501 hours 
of precepted clinical practicum, 
embedded across three evidence-
based practice project courses in 
which students design, implement, 
and evaluate a systems-level 
quality or innovation initiative. 
Upon admission, a gap analysis 
is performed for each student to 
verify that, combined with prior 
documented practice hours, they 
will achieve the required minimum 
of 1,000 post-baccalaureate practice 
hours prior to graduation.
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Before you apply
	■ Review the website to learn more 

about our program.

	■ Sign up to attend an Information 
Session.

	■ Assess the best time to apply; early 
applications are encouraged.

	■ Review the curriculum and the tuition 
to determine costs and duration of 
the program.

	■ For additional information, please visit 
our website.

Steps to apply
1.	 Download and Read the Application 

Instructions.

2.	 Check the Deadline on our Website.

3.	 Prepare Your Documentation. 
You may be required to upload 
documents related to your application.

4.	 Submit Your Application. 
All sections of your application must 
be filled out in order to submit. 

5.	 Check Your Status. 
Upon submitting your online 
application, you are able to log back in 
to upload additional documents and 
monitor your application status.

See reverse for requirements >
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Admission Requirements

Clinical Leadership and Practice Innovation (CLPI DNP)
	■ Master of Science degree in Nursing from colleges or universities accredited by one of the following: The Middle 

States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE), the New England Commission on Higher Education (NECHE), 
The Higher Learning Commission (HLC), the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU), the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), the Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges (WASC) Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC) or the Accrediting Commission 
for Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC), United States Department of Education (USDE). 

	■ You must submit two (2) letters or recommendation. One letter must be written by: A current/former supervisor 
within the past 3 years, who can comment on your clinical abilities and/or your potential success in graduate 
nursing education; the second letter can be written by an additional supervisor or a current/former college 
university clinical nursing professor within the last 3 years.

	■ Cumulative Master’s level Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0.

	■ Current unencumbered New York State R.N. license.

	■ A current American Heart Association (AHA) card/certificate for BLS for Healthcare Provider or ACLS.

	■ Curriculum vitae/Resume.

NOTE: All transcripts are evaluated for previous academic performance. All admissions requirements must be 
completed at the time of applying and candidates who meet admissions requirements may be called for an interview.

Admissions requirements are subject to change.  
Refer to the website for the most current information: www.tinyurl.com/downstate-DNP
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