
SUNY Downstate Medical Center 
EXECUTIVE (Centerwide) COMMITTEE of the Faculty and Professional Staff 

Minutes of the Meeting of Monday, March, 20 2017 
4:00 PM – 5:00PM 

 
Attending: 
Presiding Officer & University Faculty Senator  Rauno Joks, MD 
Presiding Officer Elect      Nicholas Penington, PhD  
Past Presiding Officer      Stephan Rinnert, MD 
Secretary                                                                    Raavi Gupta, MD 
Presiding Officer, College of Medicine    Clinton Brown, MD    
Presiding Officer, College of Health Related Professions Margaret Kaplan, PhD, OTR/L 
Presiding Officer, School of Public Health   Paul Landsbergis, PhD, EdD, MPH 
University Student Assembly     Andrew Hasenzahl 
Presiding Officer Elect, College of Health Related Professions  Brigitte Desport, DPS, ATP, OTR/L 
University Faculty Senator     Miriam Vincent, MD, PhD, JD 
Alternate University Faculty Senator     Farhad Haeri, DPT 
 
Unable to Attend: 
Presiding Officer, College of Nursing     Patricia DiFusco, MS, FNP-BC 
(excused) 
Presiding Officer Elect, College of Medicine    Haseeb Siddiqi, PhD 
Presiding Officer Elect, School of Graduate Studies   Katherine Perkins PhD 
University Faculty Senator     Helen Durkin, PhD 
Presiding Officer Elect, College of Nursing    TBD 
Presiding Officer Elect, School of Public Health  Aimee Afable-Munsuz 
Alternate University Faculty Senator     Virginia Anderson, MD 
Alternate University Faculty Senator     Steven Kang, MD 
Presiding Officer, School of Graduate Studies  John Kubie, PhD 
University Student Assembly     Sachaloraine Volcy 
 
Centerwide Presiding Officer Dr. Joks called the meeting to order. He introduced Kevin O'Mara, 

Esq., Downstate Attorney to the committee. Mr. O’Mara briefed the committee that the official 

Central SUNY policy regarding ‘When Federal agents come on campus related to immigration 

activities’ will become official on April 1st, 2017. There will be a webinar on March 31st, 2017. 

Attached are his notes on the upcoming policy. Dr. Joks updated the committee on progress on 

the Applied Learning Report to be submitted by all SUNY Campuses. The presidential transition 

committee has met twice and they are preparing reports from all schools to be given to the 

President. The new president is starting on April 3rd. There is no news on the parking garage re-

construction at this time. 

 



 

The meeting was adjourned at 5pm. 

Respectfully submitted 

Raavi  Gupta, secretary 
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