
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to each of our Psi Tau Chapter Inductees! You are 
shining examples of scholarship, professionalism, and integrity. We 
welcome our Dual and Transfer Members to our chapter! 

 
A student is invited to become a member of Sigma Theta Tau 
International (Sigma) based on the grade point average, rank in the 
top of the class and completion of the required percentage of courses 
in the undergraduate and/or graduate program. 

 

Nurse Leaders who are invited must be a registered nurse, with a 
minimum of a baccalaureate degree in nursing. They must be invited 
and sponsored by at least one active member. 

 
There are many benefits to your membership in the Psi Tau Chapter 
and in Sigma. These benefits include: networking, leadership 
opportunities, career development, access to resources and fellowship 
with other Sigma members throughout the world. 
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Monday, April 7, 2025 
3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Virtual via Zoom 

PROGRAM 

PSI TAU Chapter Induction Ceremony 



Welcome and Introductions: 
Kathleen Bratby, EdD, RN 

Psi Tau Chapter President 

 

Welcoming Remarks: 
             Cheryl Rolston, MA, RN, NE-BC, Chief Nursing Officer 

University Hospital Downstate 
 

  Induction Ceremony 

Keynote Speaker: 
     Lori A. Escallier, PhD, RN, CPNP-PC, FAAN, Dean 

College of Nursing 
 

                                   Presentation of Replicas:  

                                Kathleen Bratby, EdD, RN 

                                 Psi Tau Chapter President 

 

                                Presentation of Inductees: 
                                  Shirley Girouard, PhD, RN 
                                  Psi Tau Research Director 
 
          Certificate of Recognition:  
                              Maria Rosario-Sim, EdD, RN 
                                Psi Tau Chapter Counselor 

 
Congratulatory Remarks: 

Amita Avadhani, PhD, DNP, NEA-BC, CNE, DCC, 
ACNP-BC, NP-C, CCRN, FAANP, FCCM 

Region 14 Coordinator, Sigma North America



                                     Nightingale Tribute:  

Kimberly Velez, MSN, RN 

Psi Tau Chapter Delegate  
 

Closing Remarks:  
Sarah Marshall, DNP, RN 
Psi Tau Chapter Delegate 

 
 
 



 

1.     Ama Seni Afful 

2.     Zelika Barnes 
 

3.     Emily Malina Bridglall 
 

4.      Lichelle Bryant 
 

5.        Ermer Garcia 
 

6.     Jessica Jaigobin 
 

7.       Maya Carolyn Kovic 
 

8.       Ashanti Louis 
 

9.       Zelda Mckenzie 
 

      10.       Francheska Rosario 
 

11.  Minyong Simpson 
 

12. Natalia Solonovich – in absentia 
 

Entry/Advanced Level Inductees 



13. Julia Soltz 
 
       14.  Ardita Sopie 
 
       15. Joy Cross Blue Won – in absentia 
   

 
16. Cumanda Augustia 

 
17. Tysha Augustin-Laurent 

 
18. Pablito (Bob) Roberto Gahol-in absentia 

 
19. Maureen Gelling 

 
20. Amanda Glover 

 
21. Jennifer Henry 

 

22. Ti-Nema Jones-in abesentia 
 

23. Eric D. McDuffie-in absentia 
 

24.  Michelle Lynn Murgas-Gonzalez 
 

Nurse Leaders 



25.  Cheryl Rolston 
 

26.  Joan Patricia Rosegreen  
 

27.  Cheryl Vincent 
 

28. Rosemarie Waite



 
 
  
  
 

                   CONGRATULATIONS       

                                                      

                                 AND 

 
BEST WISHES 

 
TO THE INDUCTEES! 

 

 

 
Storgé Tharsos Timé 

Love         Courage      Honor 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
    
             Psi Tau Chapter Board of Directors  
 

Chapter Founding President: Sarah Marshall 

President: Kathleen Bratby 

Vice President: Lauren Ellis 

Secretary: Diane Torsell 

Treasurer: Wendy Zhao 

Counselor: Maria G. Rosario-Sim 

Governance Committee Chair: Maria G. Rosario-Sim 

Governance Committee Members: 

                                          Natalie Ferguson & Sarah Marshall 

Non- Faculty Counselor:  Patricia Winston 

Director of Communications:  Linda Cimino 

Director of Research:  Shirley Girouard  

    Leadership Succession Chair: Barbara Kitchener 

   Leadership Succession Committee Members:                   

                 Cynthia Sterling-Fox *& Angelique Johnson                                                  

   Delegate #1:  Kimberly Velez 

  Delegate #2:                                              Sarah Marshall 

 
      
 
 
      



 
 
Dr. Lori Escallier is Dean and Professor at SUNY Downstate     

Health Sciences University in Brooklyn, New York.  With more 

than 44 years of experience in Nursing education, practice and 

research, Dr. Escallier has demonstrated a strong commitment to 

the delivery of high-quality educational programs through her 

work with CCNE, AACN, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

and HRSA.  Her commitment to diversifying the nursing 

workforce has been demonstrated through the successful 

development, implementation, evaluation, and dissemination of 

numerous innovative programs and projects. 

 

Dr. Escallier currently serves as Chair of the CCNE Board of 

Commissioners, Chief of the CCNE Report Review Committee, and 

member of the AACN Governmental Affairs Committee.  She 

previously served as Chair of the CCNE Accreditation Review 

Committee, CCNE Standards Committee, and the AACN Essentials 

Committee.  Dr. Escallier is a trained evaluator for the Middle 

States Commission on Higher Education. 

 

Dr. Escallier is a fellow of the American Academy of Nursing and 

the New York Academy of Medicine. 



 

 

   
 
 
 
Dr. Claire M. Fagin (1926-2024) 
  
University of Pennsylvania – tribute to Dr. Fagin: 
https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/live/news/2453-claire-m-
fagin-phd-rn-faan-former-dean-of-the 
 

https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/live/news/2453-claire-m-fagin-phd-rn-faan-former-dean-of-the
https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/live/news/2453-claire-m-fagin-phd-rn-faan-former-dean-of-the


 
 

I have extensive leadership, clinical and academic experience to 

facilitate the advancement of Region 14 in the post COVID-19 

era. I also have the creativity, the technological and human 

networking skills as well as the courage to take Region 14 to the 

next level.  I am a dedicated Sigma member for the past 18 years 

and have established a record of accomplishments. I served as 

the President of Alpha Tau Chapter from 2018-2020 after its 

merger with the Omicron Pi Chapter. I utilized my leadership 

skills from Nurse Faculty Leadership Academy in assuring a 

seamless transition as the integration of chapters came into 

action.  My years of hard work and career progression provides 

a strong testimony for my ability to succeed as a Region 14 

coordinator. I am a minority nurse with my basic nursing 

education from India and international nursing practice 

experience in India, Saudi Arabia, Canada, and the US. In the US, 

I have accomplished my goals of being a Certified Nurse 

Educator, a PhD, a DNP, and a dually certified Nurse 

Practitioner. I served as a Nurse Practitioner in the Intensive 

Care Unit during COVID-19 as I made adjustments to my in-

person teaching methods to a live virtual format. Quality of my 

contributions to nursing education and clinical practice are 

evident from my esteemed fellowships in the American 

Association of Nurse Practitioners and the Society of Critical 

Care Medicine.  
               



 

 

 
Psi Tau Chapter gratefully acknowledges the support and 

assistance of Myra Beye, Chapter Operations Specialist, 
Sigma. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


