
TRANSPORT Symposium Participants: 

   

● Wayne Riley, M.D., MPH, MBA, MACP, President, Downstate Health Sciences 

University, TRANSPORT Principal Investigator 

 

● Kim Council, Deputy, Brooklyn Borough President  

 

● Alishia Goodridge, MLS, MBA, Assistant Vice President, Government & Constituent 

Relations, Downstate Health Sciences University 

 

● Dr. Ezemenari M. Obasi, Professor of Psychological, Health, & Learning Sciences, 

Associate Dean of Research at the University of Houston 

 

● TRANSPORT Principal Investigators 

 

Marcus Lambert, Ph.D., Associate Vice President for Research Strategy and 
Operations, Associate Professor, Sch of Public Health 
Moro Salifu, M.D., MPH, MBA, MACP, Prof and Chair, Dept of Medicine, Director, 
Brooklyn Health Disparities Center (BHDC) 
Carla Boutin-Foster, M.D., MSc, Assoc Dean for Diversity Education and Research, Prof 
of Clinical Medicine, Dept of Medicine 
 

• Brooklyn Health Disparities Center (BHDC) Symposium Administrators 
 

Lakia Maxwell, MSCH, Research Education Coordinator, Project Staff Assistant 
Pamela D. Straker, MA, Ph.D., Director of Operations, Research Assistant Professor, 
Department of Medicine/College of Medicine, SUNY Downstate Health Sciences 
University 
 

● Brooklyn Community Partners 

 

Tamer Badr, Program Manager/ Brownsville Community Culinary Center 

Jairo Guzman, President/ Mexican Coalition for the Empowerment of Youth and 

Families, Inc. 

Guillermo Gomez, M.D., Director of Programs/ Urban Design Forum 

Sarita Dhuper, M.D., Founder and Executive Director/ Live Light Live Right 

 

• Future Directions and Resource Development Panelists 

 

Gabe Rodriguez, Executive Director of Development for Research, Downstate Health 

Sciences University 

Susan Beane, M.D., FACP, Executive Medical Director, Healthfirst 

Marilyn Fraser, M.D., Chief Executive Officer at the Arthur Ashe Institute for Urban 

Health (AAIUH) 

 

 



• School of Public Health Moderators 

 

Azure Thompson, DrPH, MPH, Assistant Professor, Department of Community Health 

Sciences, Department of Health Policy and Management, School of Public Health, 

Downstate Health Sciences University 

Aimee Afable, Ph.D., MPH, Associate Dean for Community Engagement and Associate 

Professor, Department of Community Health Sciences, School of Public Health, 

Downstate Health Sciences University 

Marlene Camacho-Rivera, ScD, MS, MPH/TRANSPORT Post-Doctoral Fellow Program 

Graduate, Assistant Dean for Student Engagement and Success, Assistant Professor of 

Community Health Sciences/ School of Public Health, Downstate Health Sciences 

University 

 

• TRANSPORT Scholars 

 

Navika Gangrade, Ph.D., RD 

Adiebonye Jumbo Ph.D., ITIL, Assistant Professor & Clinical Coordinator Medical 

Informatics Program, Presiding Officer/ School of Health Professions, Downstate Health 

Sciences University 

Rose Calixte, Ph.D., PStat®, Assistant Professor, Department of Epidemiology and 

Biostatistics, SUNY Downstate Health Sciences University 

Melissa Lee, M.D., Program Director, Clinical Assistant Professor, and Program Director 

of the SUNY Downstate/Kings County Internal Medicine Primary Care Residency 

Program 

José Diaz, Ph.D., Research Scientist, STAR Program, Fellow, Translational Program of 

Health Disparities Research Training, SUNY Downstate Health Sciences University 

Qudsia S. Banu, M.D., Associate Medical Director, Ambulatory Care Services, 

Brookdale Hospital and Medical Center 

 


