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The first lady of the Republic of Georgia, Sandra Roelofs, visited SUNY Downstate
Medical Center on Monday, June 5th. A native of the Netherlands, she is an internation-
ally recognized healthcare advocate for disadvantaged populations both in her adopted
country and around the world. NYSITRP, along with Downstate’s Office for Institutional
Advancement, hosted a reception luncheon for Ms. Roelofs, where she spoke with
University President John LaRosa, Dean of the College of Medicine Eugene Feigelson,
AITRP Director Jack DeHovitz, and other University officials. 

She delivered a dynamic address to Downstate faculty, staff and students about pub-
lic health issues facing Georgia, such as the spread of multi-drug resistant tuberculosis and
HIV/AIDS. She also thanked Downstate’s HIV Center for providing training and ongo-
ing mentoring to Georgian HIV/AIDS specialists. NYSITRP has been training physicians
and researchers from Eastern Europe and Central Asia since 1994. The program has
trained more than 60 physicians from the region, including 18 Georgians. 

SANDRA ROELOFS, FIRST LADY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA, VISITS 
DOWNSTATE ON HIV ANNIVERSARY DATE

Madame Roelofs flanked by Dr. Jack DeHovitz (left) and SUNY Downstate President Dr. John LaRosa (right) 
during a recent visit to SUNY Downstate Medical Center.

Madame Roelofs addresses a group
of Downstate students, faculty, and
staff on the health needs of the
Republic of Georgia.





I also had the opportunity to do rota-
tions in clinics at SUNY Downstate Medical
Center in Brooklyn. I met many different
doctors in different departments which was a
very good learning experience. I also did my
internship at SUNY Downstate under the
guidance of Dr. Tracey Wilson. I worked on
an Enhanced Adherence Project, where I was
involved in questionnaire administration,
data management and analysis of the pro-
gram’s impact.

3. What is the focus of your current work?
How did your AITRP training prepare you
for what you are doing now?

I currently work at AIDS Foundation East
West, an NGO based in Moscow that deals
with prevention of mother to child transmis-
sion and prevention of HIV among vulnera-
ble populations such as prisoners. The
organization is also involved with the devel-
opment of HIV laboratories in Russia and
harm reduction efforts.

My role in AFEW is that of Senior
Program Advisor in the Department of
Project Development. Some of our priorities
are establishing HIV/AIDS counseling & pre-
vention services and promoting friendly med-
ical service in the region. Our programs
include prevention of HIV/STD among ado-

lescents in Kazakhstan, case management
projects for vulnerable groups like sex work-
ers, IDU’s, and prisoners in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. In
Russia, we are trying to develop HIV/AIDS
counseling services in 10 districts. This pro-
gram is challenging because counseling in
Russia is limited as clinicians often leave for
more lucrative administrative and the case-
loads are often very high, leaving limited time.

The Fogarty program prepared me for
my current position in that I am able to
apply epidemiologic concepts, create evalua-
tion and monitoring tools, prepare grant
proposals, and utilize communication
resources more effectively. Also, I learned
about the multidisciplinary approach to
fighting HIV/AIDS which is particularly
important in Russia because policies, infra-
structure, police work, education and health
services are all tied together.

My experience with the Fogarty pro-
gram has allowed me to take on one of my
bigger current projects, whereby we test
UNICEF HIV guidelines for young patients
in Eastern Europe and Central Asia. This
project entails our visiting various hospitals,
clinics and ministries of health, teaching
about the guidelines, and auditing and
examining practices on a managerial and
clinical. We also conduct focus groups and

workshops with vulnerable groups to find
out about their concerns and questions.

4. Have you been awarded any grants since
completing your training? If so, please tell us
about them.

We recently submitted a proposal to the
Europe WHO for an adherence program
for people living with HIV/AIDS
(PLWHA) in Moldova. Moldova has sepa-
rate centers for STDs and HIV, and there is
poor communication between the two.
Moreover, the HIV Center doesn’t provide
treatment, only counseling. Misbeliefs and
stigma also contribute to the underutiliza-
tion of these facilities. Our proposal is to
train and educate staff at the HIV center
about treatment initiation and counseling,
as well as to develop monitoring and evalu-
ation tools for their use.  

5. What is the hardest part about living in
Albany? What about Russia?

Worst thing about Albany? The food! And
the high prices for medical services.

In Russia, the bad weather. More seri-
ously, though, when implementing new
programs people tend not be receptive and
feel interrupted from their routines. This is
especially true if doctors perceive their pres-
tige as being threatened. The politics sur-
rounding HIV/AIDS field is also a chal-
lenge as the government is not very sup-
portive of international organizations. For
instance, Moscow’s municipal government
recently blamed HIV service organizations
for spreading sexually explicit materials. 

6. What are some of your future plans?

I would like to develop more projects that
target adherence and assemble a steering
committee for case management for the
region. I’d also like to bring in US collabora-
tors with experience to train clinicians here. I
see myself at AFEW for a long time, and I’d
also like to develop a partnership with
SUNY in order to strengthen the capacity in
Eastern Europe and Central Asia.■
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TWO ALUMNI AWARDED GRANTS
Anneli Uusküla, MD, MS, PhD, of the
University of Tartu in Estonia, was recently
awarded a CRDF grant for her project,
Development of an intervention/prevention to
block transmission from injection drug users to
their sex partners, culturally appropriate for
ethnic and non-ethnic Estonians in Estonia.
Among Dr. Uusküla’s collaborators on this
project is Ms. Ave Talu, who recently com-
pleted a short term Fogarty fellowship in
New York and has resumed her position at
the Estonian Drug Monitoring Centre. The
project will make use of qualitative and
quantitative data to develop an intervention
to prevent transmission of HIV from IDU’s
to their sex partners, using culturally appro-
priate means for ethnic and non-ethnic
Estonians in Estonia. Earlier studies have
shown that sexual risk behavior among
IDU’s is a potential source of HIV transmis-
sion to larger populations. 

Dmitry Lioznov, MD, PhD, of Pavlov State
Medical University (PSMU) in St.
Petersburg, was recently awarded a Global
Frameworks Planning Grant from the
Fogarty International Center.   This grant
builds global health research capacity in t

low- and middle-income countries by sup-
porting the development of innovative, mul-
tidisciplinary global health programs.  Drs.
DeHovitz and Morse will serve as advisors in
the development of this program. 

SUNY DOWNSTATE STUDENTS
RECEIVE FOGARTY AWARDS
Christina Rager, an MD candidate at
SUNY Downstate Medical Center, was
recently awarded a Fogarty Ellison Grant
which offers one year of mentored clinical
research in a developing  country. Christina
has already begun her training at Univer-
sidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia in Lima,
Peru and hopes to pursue a career that
includes global health-related clinical research.

Mordechai Pavlovsky, MPH, a second year
medical student at SUNY Downstate
Medical Center, was awarded a NYSITRP
travel grant to engage in a summer research
project at Pavlov State Medical University in
St. Petersburg. While there, Mr. Pavlovsky
assisted Fogarty alumnus Dmitry Lioznov in
the planning of a risk reduction study for
persons with alcoholism. Mr. Pavlovsky also
rotated in various infectious disease clinics,
where he learned a great deal about the
Russian health system, as well as the impact
of HIV/AIDS in this region. Mr. Pavlovsky’s
project was supported in part by a Fritz
Fellowship from the Office of the President
of SUNY Downstate Medical Center.

Fogarty International Research
Collaboration Award (FIRCA) —
This program provides funds
($32,000/year direct costs) to foster inter-
national research partnerships between
NIH-supported US scientists and their
collaborators in countries of the develop-
ing world. The FIRCA program aims to
benefit the research interests of both the
U.S. and foreign collaborators while
increasing research capacity at the foreign
site. All areas of biomedical and behav-
ioral research supported by NIH are eligi-
ble FIRCA research topics, except for
HIV/AIDS. For more information, visit
www.fic.nih.gov/programs/research_grant
s/firca/index.htm. Submission deadlines:
January 21st, May 21st & September
21st of each year for basic biomedical sci-
ences, and September 21st  of each year
for behavioral and social sciences.

The Global Health Research Initiative
Program for New Foreign Investigators
(GRIP) promotes productive re-entry of
NIH-trained foreign investigators into
their home countries as part of a broader
program to enhance the scientific research
infrastructure in developing countries, to
stimulate research on a wide variety of
high priority health-related issues in these
countries, and to advance NIH efforts to
address health issues of global import. See
www.fic.nih.gov/programs/research_grant
s/grip/index.htm for more information.
Submission deadlines for the biomedical
sciences are on September 21st of each
year for non-AIDS applications, and
December 21st of each year for AIDS
applications. For the social sciences, all
applications are due September 21st of
each year.

MOVING ON
MAX SALFINGER, Director of the Clinical
Mycobacteriology Laboratory at the NYSDOH
Wadsworth Center and Professor of Biomedical
Sciences at the University of Albany SPH has
accepted a position as Bureau Chief of the
Florida Department of Health laboratories. Dr.
Salfinger has played an invaluable role in the
NYSITRP, having served as a mentor to several
trainees and participated in numerous work-
shops on TB/HIV in Eastern Europe and Central
Asia. He will be greatly missed, but we hope to

continue our collaboration with him in his new
capacity. 

NAVIN DARGANI, Program Coordinator for
NYSITRP, will be leaving the program in
November to attend medical school in Grenada,
West Indies. Navin joined us while pursuing an
MPH at SUNY Downstate Medical Center and
has since completed that degree. We wish him
well in his future career as a physician. Until a
replacement for him is found, please direct all
program-related correspondence to David
Odegaard at david.odegaard@downstate.edu.
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Edgar Manukyan, MD joins us from Armenia where he was a Laboratory assistant to the Chair of Dermatology, STI and Cosmetology
at Yerevan State Medical University. Edgar is also a trainer in STI/HIV projects and has just begun his MS program in Epidemiology at
UAlbany School of Public Health.

Tina Karapetyan, MD also from Yerevan State Medical University, works as a senior laboratory and research assistant at the Department
of Epidemiology. She is looking forward to refining her epidemiologic research skills at the School of Public Health in Albany before
returning to her position in Armenia. 

Lilit Hovakimyan, MD, an Obstetrician-Gynecologist at the  Center of Perinatology, Obstetrics and Gynecology in Yerevan, is also
Clinical Manager at IntraHealth /Project NOVA. She is currently pursuing an MS in Epidemiology at the School of Public Health. 

Roena Sukhiashvili, MS is training at New York State Department of Health’s Wadsworth Center, with a focus on molecular methods in
HIV/Hepatitis C. She is with the REA Rehabilitation Center in Tbilisi, Georgia. 

Nikoloz Chkhartishvili, MD hails from the Infectious Diseases, AIDS & Clinical Immunology Research Center in Tbilisi, Georgia. He
works as an Epidemiologist in the Department of AIDS Prevention and is currently in the MS Epidemiology program at UAlbany SPH.

Marina Topuridze, MD joins us from the Republic of Georgia’s Maternal and Child Care Union.  She works in the Department of
Education and Information’s program to prevent vertical transmission of HIV, and is undertaking the MS Epidemiology program at
UAlbany SPH.

Lela Dzigua, MS is at the Virology Laboratory of The AIDS, Infectious Disease and Clinical Immunology Research Center in Tbilisi,
Georgia. She is currently training at the Encephalitis lab at the Wadsworth Center. 

Katya Chernjaeva, MS completed her graduate work in Biology St. Petersburg State University while working at the Laboratory of
Molecular Virology in the Biomedical Center. She is pursuing laboratory training in TB at Wadsworth Center. 

Katri Abel is a Specialist at the Drug Monitoring Centre in Estonia’s National Institute for Health Development. She is pursuing an MS
in Epidemiology at UAlbany SPH.

Shao, W.; Lazaryan, A.; Dorak, M.; Penman-Aguilar, F; 
Wilson, C.; Margolick, J.; Goedert, R.; Prins, A .; Tang, D.; 
Kaslow, R. “Cohort- and time-specific associations of CTLA4 
genotypes with HIV-1 disease progression. “  AIDS 20(12): 
2006; 1583 - 1590. 

Lazaryan, A.; Lobashevsky, E.; Mulenga, J.; Karita, E.; Allen, 
S.; Tang,  .; Kaslow, R. “Human leukocyte antigen B58 
supertype and human immunodeficiency virus type 1 infection in
native Africans. “ J Virol 80(12): 2006; 6056 - 6060. 

Indrova, M.; Bieblova, J.; Jandlova, T.; Vonka, V.; Pajtasz-
Piasecka, E.; Reinis, M. “Chemotherapy, IL-12 gene therapy 
and combined adjuvant therapy of HPV 16-associated MHC 
class I-proficient and -deficient tumours. “ Int J Oncol. 28(1): 
2006; 253 - 9. 

Slapeta, J.; Lopez-Garcia, P.; Moreira, D. “Present status of 
the molecular ecology of kathablepharids. “  Protist. 157(1): 
2006; 7 - 11. 

Tong, F.; Black, P.; Bivins, L.; Quackenbush, S.; Ctrnacta, 
V.; DiRusso, C. “Direct interaction of Saccharomyces cerevisiae
Faa1p with the Omi/HtrA protease orthologue Ynm3p alters 
lipid homeostasis. “ Mol Genet Genomics 275(4): 2006; 330-342. 

Reinis, M.; Simova, J.; Bubenik, J. “Inhibitory effects of 
unmethylated CpG oligodeoxynucleotides on MHC class I-
deficient and -proficient HPV16-associated tumours. “ Int J 
Cancer 118(7): 2006; 1836 - 1842.

Chakraborty, R.; Reinis, M.; Rostron, T.; Philpott, S.; Dong, 
T.; D'Agostino, A.; Musoke, R.; Silva, E.; Stumpf, M.; 
Weiser, B.; Burger, H.; Rowland-Jones, S. “nef gene sequence 
variation among HIV-1-infected African children. “ HIV Med
7(2): 2006; 75 - 84. 

Svab, J.; Feyereisl, J.; Ruzicka, P.; Burget, F.; Horejs, R.; 
Kolarova, L.; Stejskal, F. “Hydatic cysts--echinococcosis [Article
in Czech]. “ Cas Lek Cesk 145(1): 2006; 55 - 58. 

SELECTED TRAINEE PUBLICATIONS



Ctrnacta, V.; Keithly, J.; Ault, J.; Stejskal, F. “Localization of 
pyruvate:NADP+ oxidoreductase in sporozoites of Cryptos-poridium
parvum. “ J Eukaryot Microbiol 53(4): 2006; 225 - 231. 

Slapeta, J. “Cryptosporidium species found in cattle: a proposal 
for a new species. “ Trends Parasitol Epub: 2006. 

Aral, S.; St Lawrence, J.; Uuskula, A. “Sex Work in Tallinn, 
Estonia: The Socio-spatial Penetration of Sex Work into 
Society. “ Sex Transm Infect Epub: 2006. 

Uuskula, A.; Heimer, R.; DeHovitz, J.; Fischer, K.; McNutt, 
L. “Surveillance of HIV, HBV, and HCV in an Estonian injection 
drug using population: sensitivity and specificity of testing 
syringes for public health surveillance. “ J. Infect. Dis. 193: 
2006; 455 - 457. 

Uuskula, A.; Kangur, A.; McNutt, L. “Barriers to effective STI 
screening in a post-Soviet society: results from a qualitative 
study. “ Sex Transm Infect 82(4): 2006; 323 - 326. 

Ruutel, K.; Uuskula, A. “HIV epidemic in Estonia in the third 
decade of AIDS era. “ Scan. J. Infect. Dis. 38(3): 2006; 18 -186. 

Sharvadze, L.; Tsertsvadze, T.; Gochitashvili, N.; Stvilia, K.; 
Dolmazashvili,  . “Hiv prevalence among high risk behavior group 
persons with herpes zoster infection. “ Georgian Med News 132:
2006; 60 - 64. 

Zarandia, M.; Tsertsvadze, T.; Carr, J.; Nadai, Y.; Sanchez, 
J.; Nelson, A. “HIV-1 genetic diversity and genotypic drug 
susceptibility in the Republic of Georgia. “ AIDS Res Hum 
Retroviruses 22(5): 2006; 470 - 476. 

Stvilia, K.; Tsertsvadze, T.; Sharvadze, L.; Aladashvili, M.; del
Rio, C.; Kuniholm, M.; Nelson , K. “Prevalence of hepatitis C, 
HIV, and risk behaviors for blood-borne infections: a population-
based survey of the adult population of T'bilisi, Republic of 
Georgia. “ J Urban Health 83(2): 2006; 289 - 286. 

Shapatava, E.; Nelson , K.; Tsertsvadze, T.; del Rio, C. “Risk 
behaviors and HIV, hepatitis B, and hepatitis C seroprevalence 
among injection drug users in Georgia. “ Drug Alcohol Depend 82
Suppl 1: 2006; S35 - S38. 

Gamkrelidze, N.; Butsashvili, M.; Barabadze, K.; Kamkamidze,
G. “Rare recurrence of seizures in children with episodes of 
febrile seizures associated with herpesvirus 6 infection. “ 
Georgian Med News 134: 2006; 88 - 90. 

Karchava, M.; Pulver, W.; Smith, L.; Philpott, S.; Sullivan , 
T.; Wethers, J.; Parker, M. “Prevalence of drug-resistance 
mutations and non-subtype B strains among HIV-infected 
infants from New York State. “ J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr 
42(5): 2006; 614 - 619. 

Cooper, D.; Mester, J.; Guo, M.; Nasar, F.; Souza, V.; Dispoto, S.;
Sidhu, M.; Hagen, M.; Eldridge, J.; Natuk, R.; Pride, M. “Epitope
mapping of full-length glycoprotein D from HSV-2 reveals a novel
CD4+ CTL epitope located at the transmembrane-cytoplasmic junc-
tion. “ Cell Immunol 239(2): 2006; 113 - 120. 

Somoskovi, A.; Clobridge, A.; Larsen, S.; Sinyavskiy, O.; 
Surucuoglu, S.; Parsons, L.; Salfinger, M. “Does the MGIT 960
system improve the turnaround times for growth detection and 
susceptibility testing of the Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
complex?" J Clin Microbiol 44(6): 2006; 2314 - 2315. 
Tamasi, L.; Somoskovi, A.; Muller, M.; Bartfai, Z.; Acs, N.; 
Puho, E.; Czeizel, A. “A population-based case-control study on 
the effect of bronchial asthma during pregnancy for congenital 
abnormalities of the offspring. “ J Asthma 43(1): 2006; 81 - 86. 

Somoskovi, A.; Bartfai, Z.; Tamasi, L.; Kocsis, J.; Puho, E.; 
Czeizel, A. “Population-based case-control study of allergic 
rhinitis during pregnancy for birth outcomes. “ Eur J Obstet 
Gynecol Reprod Biol Epub: 2006. 

Smith, J.; Rosinska, M.; Trzcinska, A.; Pimenta, J.; Litwinska,
B.; Siennicka, J. “Type specific seroprevalence of HSV-1 and 
HSV-2 in four geographical regions of Poland. “ Sex Transm 
Infect 82(2): 2006; 159 - 163. 

Rosinska, M. “Current trends in HIV/ AIDS epidemiology in 
Poland, 1999 - 2004. “ Euro Surveill 11(4): 2006. 

Stefanoff, P.; Czarkowski, M. “Unexpected rise in measles 
incidence in Poland in 2006 may be related to Ukrainian 
outbreak. “ Euro Surveill 11(6): 2006. 

Payne, A.; Binduga-Gajewska, I.; Kauffman, E.; Kramer, 
L. “Quantitation of flaviviruses by fluorescent focus assay. “ J 
Virol Methods 134(1-2): 2006; 183 - 189. 

Julander, J.; Winger, Q.; Rickords, L.; Shi, P.; Tilgner, M.; 
Binduga-Gajewska, I.; Sidwell, R.; Morrey, J. “West Nile virus 
infection of the placenta. “ Virology 347(1): 2006; 175 - 182. 

Stefanoff, P.; Rosinska, M.; Zielinski, A. “Epidemiology of tick-
borne diseases in Poland [Article in Polish]. “ Przegl Epidemiol 60
Suppl 1: 2006; 151 - 159. 

Kiselev, O.; Eropkina, E.; Smirnova, L.; Eropkin, M.; Il'inskaia, F.; 
Sukhinin, P.; Prochukhanova, A.; Zarubaev, V. “Evaluation of 
metabolic parameters in vitro as a model for testing the 
cytotoxicity of antiviral drugs”[Article in Russian].
Eksp Klin Farmakol 69(1): 2006; 65 - 70. 

Kourtis, A.; Kraft, J.; Gavin, L.; Kissin, D.; McMichen-Wright, 
P.; Jamieson,  . “Prevention of sexually transmitted human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection in adolescents. “  Curr 
HIV Res 4(2): 2006; 209 - 219. 

7

SELECTED TRAINEE PUBLICATIONS


