
HIV Bringing together care
and research in service
to families in need

Joni Watson, Program Assistant for the
Adolescent Education Program’s Teens
Helping Each Other Project (THEO), was
recently selected to serve as the Lead
Youth Liaison for the African-American
Advisory Committee of the National
Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS
Directors (NASTAD). NASTAD is a
national organization that promotes com-
munication among state and local health
departments and HIV/AIDS and viral
hepatitis prevention and care programs.
NASTAD’s vision is a world free of
HIV/AIDS. Its mission is to strengthen
state and territory-based leadership, exper-
tise, and advocacy and bring them to bear
in reducing the incidence of HIV infec-
tion, and on providing care and support
to all who live with HIV/AIDS. NASTAD
represents HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis
program directors in all 50 states, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the US
Virgin Islands, and the US Pacific Islands.

NASTAD’s African-American Advisory
Committee (AAAC) maintains an integral
leadership role in fighting the HIV/AIDS
and viral hepatitis epidemics among
African-Americans in the US. The com-
mittee consists of over 35 African-
American public health professionals
working in both state and local health
departments representing over 30 jurisdic-
tions. The committee is pledged to raising
their collective voices and expertise with
federal, state, and local entities.

The inclusion of Youth Liaisons into the
ongoing activities of the AAAC increases
the committee’s ability to effectively infuse

an authentic youth perspective into all pop-
ulation specific activities. Serving as a
Youth Liaison gives youth leaders an oppor-
tunity to contribute a youth perspective to
national HIV/AIDS policy and program
development focused on African-American
communities. Secondly, Youth Liaisons tap
into a wide range of mentors, network with
colleagues, and learn new skill sets.

Ms. Watson first served as a Youth
Liaison for a two-year term, which start-
ed in the fall of 2006. Christine Rucker,
MA, Director, Adolescent Education
Program/THEO recommended Ms.
Watson to Tom Tallon of the NYS
Department of Health AIDS Institute for
a seat on the NASTAD Committee. Ms.
Watson served alongside two other
young people, and was then asked to
extend her term for an additional two
years to function as the Lead Youth
Liaison. Her role is to mentor the new

group of Youth Liaisons that were intro-
duced to the committee during their
annual meeting in Washington DC this
past October. She will also continue to
serve as a fully functioning member of
the AAAC. “I have gained so much from
this experience; serving on this commit-
tee has allowed me to be mentored by
positive African-American public health
leaders who all work hard to create
change with the HIV/AIDS disparities
among minorities,” said Ms. Watson.
Not only did her experience open the
door to positive mentoring; she had the
opportunity to lobby Congress members
for additional federal HIV prevention
funding, even visiting the office of US
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi. Ms.
Watson has a bachelor of science in
health and nutrition and will be working
towards her MPH at Brooklyn College
starting in the fall of 2009.
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Joni Watson (back row, center) at NASTAD’s African-American Advisory Committee dinner in Washington, DC, October 2008.
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Dr. Jack A. DeHovitz has been awarded 6 new
grants for the Special Treatment and Research
(STAR) Program, representing more than a 10%
increase over last year’s HIV/AIDS funding and
demonstrating recognition of SUNY
Downstate’s excellence in HIV/AIDS treatment,
prevention, research, and professional training.
These funding awards enable Downstate to
focus on populations experiencing high rates of
new infections.
• $2,250,000 over five years from the

Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA) to
expand and enhance substance abuse treat-
ment services in conjunction with HIV/AIDS
services for high-risk substance abusing
adults in Central Brooklyn. A major focus of
this proposal is to introduce the use of
buprenorphine into HIV care. Buprenorphine

is sometimes prescribed as an alternative to
methadone;

• An award of $800,000 over four years from
HRSA/Ryan White Part C to provide sub-
stance use treatment, promote retention in
care, and enhance case management and
nutritional counseling services;

• $780,080 over five years from the NYS
Department of Health AIDS Institute to enable
the STAR Health Center Treatment Adherence
Program to increase HIV treatment knowledge
and adherence among HIV seropositive
patients, and reduce HIV-associated morbidi-
ty and mortality;

• $750,000 over five years from the NYS
Department of Health AIDS Institute to provide
mental health care for persons with HIV/AIDS;

• An award of $259,826 over two years from the
Fogarty International Center of the National
Institutes of Health to train researchers to
address the problem of cervical cancer among
HIV seropositive and seronegative women in

Central and Eastern Europe. This project will
build on the research training infrastructure
provided by the New York State International
Training and Research Program (NYS-ITRP), a
cooperative program of SUNY Downstate, the
SUNY Albany School of Public Health, and the
New York State Department of Health;

• $150,000 over two years from the NYS
Department of Health Empire Clinical Research
Investigator Program (ECRIP) for a clinical
research fellowship. Dr. Jason Lazar will serve
as the primary mentor of this fellowship, whose
goal is to further elucidate the impact of HIV
and HIV therapy on cardiac disease.

The Health and Education Alternatives for Teens
(HEAT) Program, directed by Jeffrey Birnbaum,
MD, MPH was awarded $10,000 from the Magic
Johnson Foundation for its Young Women’s
Project to enhance medical, mental health and
support services for high-risk and HIV+ young
women of color in Brooklyn.

GRANT AWARDS

The opening and dedication of The
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative’s (IAVI)
AIDS Vaccine Design & Development
Laboratory took place at the Brooklyn Army
Terminal on November 12, 2008.

The HEAT and FACES Programs sponsored a
Halloween Safer Sex Education Party at The Lab
in Brooklyn on October 17, 2008. HEAT sponsors
large quarterly Safer Sex Parties at clubs in

Brooklyn where HIV counseling and testing is
promoted and various incentives are offered
(e.g., a DJ, refreshments, flavored condoms and
lubricants, dental dams, T-shirts, bags and hats,
raffles, dance contests, and door prizes). This
approach taps into HIV+ patients’ social net-
works and offers a non-threatening opportunity
for HIV+ youth to bring their sexual partners to be
tested. In addition, youth agencies set up
resource tables and HEAT distributed literature
and condom packs to youth. HEAT provided HIV
counseling and testing, tested 110 youth, and
identified one positive.

3rd Annual Night of Fashion
In an effort to continue to educate young

people about HIV/AIDS, the Adolescent
Education Program/Teens Helping Each Other
(THEO) hosted their 3rd Annual Night of
Fashion Show on Friday, November 21, 2008.
Young people were challenged to think about
their sexual behaviors in a non-conventional
manner as they relate to HIV. Local designers
Raif, Redd Pearl, Mosiah's Concepts, and
Room 1108 donated clothing for use in the
show. The THEO Peer Educators were coached
on walking the runway as preparation for the
show. Friends and family members turned out
to support the students, in what turned out to
be a successful night, whose theme was "Be
Safe, Choose Life."
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The STAR Program seeks a Director of
Behavioral Health to develop and super-

vise a coordinated and comprehensive behav-
ioral health division integrated into ambulatory
and inpatient HIV care programs. QUALIFICA-
TIONS: NYS licensed social worker, psycholo-
gist, psychiatric nurse practitioner or mental
health practitioner. Minimum 7 years clinical
experience in both individual and group work
including experience with addiction. Minimum 5
years experience in program direction, prefer-
ably with grant funded programs. Experience
with program development and grant writing
preferred. RESPONSIBILITIES: Provide direct
clinical and administrative supervision of staff,
including masters and bachelors level social
workers, case managers and substance abuse
counselors. Implement and oversee integration
of comprehensive substance abuse treatment
(including provision of buprenorphine) into HIV
ambulatory care. Participate in program evalua-
tion design of mental health and substance
abuse services. Develop and monitor a compre-
hensive quality improvement program. Provide
project planning and administration, including
development of policies and procedures, grant
writing, submission of progress reports to fun-
ders, budget development and fiscal oversight.
Conduct and/or arrange for periodic in-services
for clinical providers on mental health and sub-
stance abuse issues. Ensure adherence to regu-
latory and funder requirements.

The STAR Program seeks an experienced
Substance Abuse Counselor to provide

harm reduction counseling and education in an
interdisciplinary HIV primary care program.
QUALIFICATIONS: Required: Master’s degree
in social work or related field. NYS licensed
social worker or mental health practitioner.
Experience with harm reduction and relapse
prevention counseling and time effective, solu-
tion-focused and cognitive behavioral treat-
ment models. Effective written, verbal, organi-
zational and interpersonal skills. Preferred:
CASAC or CASAC eligible. Experience with HIV+
populations. Bilingual in English/Spanish or
English/Haitian Creole. Familiarity with
buprenorphine treatment. Experience with inte-

gration of Seeking Safety intervention.
Successful completion of acupuncture training.
RESPONSIBILITIES: Provide evaluation, assess-
ment, intervention and counseling services to
inpatients and outpatients identified as having
problems related to drug or alcohol use.
Conduct individual and group counseling ses-
sions for patients on the issues of chemical
dependency and drug use, integrate Seeking
Safety into the treatment when appropriate.
Provide leadership to quality improvement
process related to substance abuse assess-
ment and treatment. Obtain informed consent
and administer patient interviews in accor-
dance with SAMHSA program evaluation proto-
cols. Participate in interdisciplinary case con-
ferences and mental health meetings and serve
as a resource for staff & patients on chemical
dependency and its treatment. Record session
notes and patient follow-up in the electronic
medical record. Maintain close collaboration
with health care team to ensure appropriate
services for patients receiving buprenorphine
treatment. Ensure referral for services such as
inpatient detoxification and methadone when
appropriate. Perform complementary acupunc-
ture treatment if currently qualified.

The STAR Program seeks an experienced
Case Manager for Behavioral Health to

engage and retain patients in mental health
and substance abuse treatment in an ambula-
tory HIV care program. QUALIFICATIONS:
Required: Bachelor’s degree in social work or
related field. Work or internship experience
working with diverse populations providing
supportive counseling and/or case manage-
ment. Preferred: Experience with HIV+ popula-
tions. Bilingual in English/Spanish or
English/Haitian Creole. Experience with harm
reduction and relapse prevention counseling.
RESPONSIBILITIES: Conduct initial interviews
to determine if clients’ interest in receiving
mental health services and provide supportive
counseling and education to all clients who are
ambivalent about engaging in mental health
treatment. Provide follow-up calls to monitor
the progress of clients starting medications or
psychotherapy. Follow-up on missed psy-
chotherapy appointments and address barriers
to care. Refer patients to social workers and

substance use counselors as appropriate.
Record all patient interactions in the electronic
medical record and complete data forms as
required by funders. Participate in interdiscipli-
nary case conference activities, mental health
meetings and the quality improvement
process. Facilitate ongoing linkages with other
agencies, including substance abuse treat-
ment facilities. Attend community-based meet-
ings and participate in outreach activities such
as health fairs, to facilitate networking and pro-
mote program services.

The STAR Program seeks an
Administrative Director for its Adult HIV

Service to maintain, develop and implement a
multidisciplinary, integrated HIV care program
that is compliant with SUNY Downstate’s require-
ments and other regulatory agency standards;
ensure grant compliance, monitor performance,
collaboratively supervise multidisciplinary staff
and administrative personnel; oversee QI pro-
gram; represent STAR Health Center at ambulato-
ry care meetings; resolve consumer complaints;
identify and resolve systems issues that impact
service delivery for HIV+ inpatients; work collabo-
ratively to optimize reimbursement opportunities;
provide leadership and ongoing support to the
STAR Community Advisory Group; serve as pri-
mary liaison between the adult HIV program,
SUNY Downstate, and the community. QUALIFI-
CATIONS: Required: Bachelor’s degree.
Minimum 5 years of ambulatory care manage-
ment experience. Strong leadership skills and
demonstrated administrative skills. PREFERRED:
Master’s degree in healthcare administration,
public administration or related field. Experience
in the design and implementation of a quality
improvement program. Experience with multiple
funding streams and several funding sources,
including grants management experience.

For each position above, please submit resume
and cover letter with salary requirements to:
Ellen Honey, LMSW
Administrator, STAR Program
SUNY Downstate Medical Center
450 Clarkson Avenue, Box 1240
Brooklyn, NY 11203
ellen.honey@downstate.edu
Fax: 718.270.3386
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ALL LECTURES TAKE PLACE FROM 12-1 pm, THURSDAYS, LECTURE HALL 1B, 395 Lenox Road, Brooklyn, NY

HIV/ID RESEARCH SEMINAR SERIES
DATE TOPIC SPEAKER

HIV Seminar
Dec 18
LH 1B

Usage of CCR5 inhibitors on non-Clade
B HIV Type 1

Ronald D. D’Amico, DO
Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Beth Israel Medical Center
Division of Infectious Diseases
New York, New York
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All of the programs listed
below are part of SUNY
Downstate’s HIV Center
for Women and Children.
For more information
about the services each
program provides, please
call the numbers listed or
the HIV Center for Women
and Children at:

(718) 270-2301 or 4736
OR visit our website at:
www.hivcenter.org

PATIENT CARE AND SERVICES
FOR ADULTS
Out-Patient Care
STAR Health Center (SHC):
(718) 270-3745

Mental Health Services:
(718) 270-3745

Family-Centered Care Program
(FCCP) (718) 270-2357 or 3745

FOR ADOLESCENTS
Family, Adolescent &
Children’s Experience at SUNY
(FACES):
(718) 270-3826

Health & Education
Alternatives For Teens (HEAT)
Program:
(718) 467-4446

FOR CHILDREN
Infant and Child Learning
Center (ICLC):
(718) 270-2598

Family Care Center (at KCHC):
(718) 245-2562

COMMUNITY AND MEDICAL
EDUCATION
Prevention Services for
Adolescent and Young Adults –
SUNY Adolescent Education
Program (AEP):
(718) 270-3203

Educating People at Risk
(EPAR):
(718) 270-3897

HIV Clinical Education
Initiative:
(718) 270-4752

RESEARCH
Adult Clinical Trials:
(718) 270-4487
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The HIV Center is now distributing the HIV Link electronically. If you are interested in remaining on our mailing list, please send your email
address, along with your name and mailing address, to hivcenter@downstate.edu

For the HIV/ID Seminar Series and the latest employment opportunities visit our website at www.hivcenter.org

Jeffrey Birnbaum, MD, MPH and Lisa Orban, PhD were hon-
ored by the Lorenzo Jackson Foundation for their work in edu-
cating youth through the Health and Education Alternatives
for Teens (HEAT) Program at its first annual benefit gala on
November 19, 2008. The Foundation’s mission is to inspire
young people living with HIV/AIDS to move forward with their
lives and pursue their education.

Jack A. DeHovitz, MD, MPH participated in a NIAID review
panel in November for the Centers for AIDS Research
(CFAR), a P30 program whose goal is to provide adminis-
trative and shared research support.

Harry Johnson joined the STAR Program as a Case
Manager. Mr. Johnson has a Bachelor’s Degree in Human
Services from NYC College of Technology/CUNY and is cur-
rently pursing a Master of Social Work at Hunter College
School of Social Work. Prior to joining STAR, Mr. Johnson
provided case management services at Village Care of
New York/Rivington House Skilled Nursing Home. He is
also a lay reader, vestry member and AIDS Walk organizer
at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in NYC.

Tina Jones has joined the HEAT Program as the Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Outreach
Coordinator. This is a new position created by HEAT to pro-
vide enhanced and expanded outreach targeting LGBT
youth in Brooklyn. Prior to coming to HEAT, Tina was an
Outreach Specialist at The After School Corporation (TASC)
and was an Assistant Group Worker at Project Reach Youth.

She is currently pursuing her Bachelor of Arts at Marymount
Manhattan College.

Don M. Kayembe has joined the STAR Program as a Senior
Research Support Specialist in the Treatment Adherence
Support Program. Mr. Kayembe has a baccalaureate
degree in medical technology with specialty in nutrition
and dietetics from the College of Medical Techniques of
Bukavu (Democratic Republic of the Congo) and a certifi-
cate in Nutrition Project Management from Wageningen
University (The Netherlands). He has devoted 10 years as
a health professional to serving people living with
HIV/AIDS in Africa. His experience includes tutoring nurs-
ing students, working as a provincial health and nutrition
project coordinator at the United Nations and for the
Ministry of Health in Zambia, and working as a treatment
education and adherence specialist/case manager with
CAMBA (based at Brooklyn Hospital-PATH Center).

Michael Reiter, PhD has joined the FACES Program as a
clinical psychologist working with children, adolescents,
families and couples. Dr. Reiter received his doctorate in
psychology from George Washington University and com-
pleted his internship at Interfaith Medical Center in
Brooklyn. He has a recent publication in the Journal of
Social and Personal Relationships for which he also serves
as a reviewer.

Christina Sferruzzo, MS has been selected as the new HIV
Center Coordinator. Ms. Sferruzzo has a Bachelor of
Science in Accounting and a Master of Science in Early
Childhood Education from Brooklyn College. In addition,
she has nearly 19 years of experience in grant and
research administration with The Research Foundation of
CUNY (Brooklyn College Campus).
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