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NBS COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION 

The comprehensive exam in the Neural Science and Behavior 
Program tests for a broad, basic knowledge in the field of 
neuroscience as well as an ability to describe and critique three 
bodies of scientific literature. The exam should be taken between 
the end of the first and second years following completion after 
the core curriculum.  
 
The exam process begins when the student, with the help of the 
program director, selects a committee of three members of the 
neural and behavioral science program. Each committee member 
chooses for the student a combination of books, review papers or 
primary research papers in a specific area of neuroscience. The 
research area should not be directly related to the thesis work of 
the student. The student is encouraged to meet with the 
committee members to discuss the readings. 
 
After each committee member has determined that the student 
has mastered the reading material, the student will take both 
written and oral exams. The written portion of the exam consists 
of three questions, one from each committee member. The 
student is given six days to answer the questions. The answer to 
each question must fit into 10 double-spaced typed pages. The 
answers should be scholarly and be fully supported by the 
scientific literature.  
 
On the day following the submission of the answers, the student 
will be examined orally by the committee. The committee will ask 
questions on the answers to the written exam as well as the 
student’s basic understanding of neuroscience. 
 
The exam can be scheduled throughout the academic year 
between September and June, but will not be administered in the 
months of July and August. 



Peter Bergold/Downstate

12/11/2008 04:38 PM

To Ed Throckmorton/Downstate@Downstate

cc Richard Lipkin/Downstate@Downstate

bcc

Subject Re: Computational Motor Control and Neuro-Robotics - major 
elective credit

Dear Ed-

Please consider the following course to fulfill the requirement for a major elective credit.

GNBS 0270 - Computational motor control and Neuro-Robotics

Many thanks,

Peter
Peter Bergold, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Physiology and Pharmacology
SUNY-Downstate Medical Center
450 Clarkson Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11203

Voice: 718 270-3927
Fax:   718 270-2241
pbergold@downstate.edu




