125 YEARS AND COUN
The Evolution of an Alumni Associai
on its 125th Anniversary

By Norman B. Medow, ‘66

President-Elect, Alumni Association

his year, 2005 is the 125th anniversary of our Alumni Associatior

The Alumni Association is an integral part of SUNY Downstate i

that we fondly refer to as Brooklyn — former home of “Dem "‘

Island, Prospect Park, Nathans and Juniors among others.
The following is a look at the evolution of the Alumni Association a :

tured it!

1609  Although Henry Hudson landed on today’s Coney Island in 1609,
so called by the early Dutch settlers because of its irregular terrain a
until the

1646 Dutch West India did so in 1646. The British replaced the Dutch Wiest India
and they anglicized Breuckelen to Brooklyn. P

1776 The Revolutlonary War and partlcularly the Battle of Long Island, (Brooklyn) p ayc a ma)or I .

1822 Kings County Medical Society was founded in 1822.

It is the oldest scientific institution in Brooklyn.
1831 Kings County Hospital was founded.

1834 Brooklyn was incorporated as a City.



1856 Brooklyn now had a population of 1858 On January 20, 1858 the College gave

200,000. Private physicians and the two notice to the Legislature of their intent to
hospitals within its boundaries provided incorporate the Long Island College Hos-
most of its medical care; (Kings County pital as the first medical school in Amer-
Hospital or Brooklyn City Hospital and ica to be associated with a hospital. This
the four free dispensaries that were in was a popular model found in Europe
operation in Brooklyn at that time). under which many of the early founders
South Brooklyn, an area with a large Ger- of the Long Island College Hospital had
man immigrant population had no dis- been trained. On November 15, 1858
pensary available to care for its poor peo- The Long Island College Hospital was
ple. To remedy this, two German physi- formally opened.

cians, Dr. Louis Bauer and Dr. Gustav
Braeunlich joined forces to form the Ger- 1860 On March 29, 1860 the first course of

man General Dispensary. In March of lectures began. The length of study at the

1856 it opened its doors at 132 Court time was that the student had to appren-

Street. tice for three years with a practicing
physician. The student visited patients in

1857 In need of larger quarters, the Dispensary their hones as well as in hospitals helping
moved up the block to 145 Court Street. his preceptor prepare medicines and

The German Dispensary merged into St. assisting him in all of his work. In addi-

John’s Hospital on December 23, 1857. tion, the student had to attend two six-

teen-week lecture courses. Each course
cost $100.00. Following the three-year

German General Dispensary.

Dr. Austin Flint.

Long Island College Hospital circa 1858,
Percy Mansion.
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apprenticeship and the two sixteen week
courses, the student had to complete a
thesis, in his own handwriting, on some
medical subject. His diploma was then
granted which became his license to prac-
tice medicine. There were no state, local
or national examinations required.
1860 The first class had 57 students. Because
some of the students had taken courses
elsewhere and had been in a preceptor-
ship status for three years, a graduation
also took place in 1860 with twenty-one
students graduating on July 24, 1860.

THE TEACHING FACULTY
The following faculty members taught the first set
of courses at the Long Island College Hospital:
Austin Flint, M.D. (1836-1915) was a professor
of physiology and medicine. An early and well-
known proponent of the use of the stethoscope,

he wrote many articles and lectured widely on the

July 24, 1860 graduation announcement.

subject. His writing on heart murmurs are classics

in the field.

Frank H. Hamilton, M. D. (1813)-1886) was a
well-known surgeon in the East Coast of the
United States

James Dowling-Trask, M.D. (1821-1883) was
an obstetrician and gynecologist who was one of
the founders of the American Gynecological Soci-
ety.

John C. Dalton, M.D. (1825-1889) was an emi-
nent physiologist who became the president of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1883.

Joseph Christian Hutchinson, M.D. (1827-
1887) was a surgeon and anatomist.

1880 It took 20 years for graduates of the Long
Island College Hospital to think about
developing an alumni association: But it
really required the initiative of a small
group, who would take this bold step on
May 26, 1880. 673 graduates had passed
through the walls of the College since its

The teaching faculty in 1860.

i

7 _

/

=

N

',



first graduating class in 1860. The first 1881 Two weeks after the Alumni Association
meeting of what was then to be the was founded, President Skene offered a
Alumni Association brought together 22 prize of $100.00 to be given to the alum-
alumni who met in the amphitheater of nus who wrote the best essay during
the hospital. Upon unanimous consent, 1881. On June 13, 1881 at the first
a constitution, bylaws, a slate of officers annual meeting, Dr. Albert Leffingwell
and six counselors were elected. The received this award for his paper entitled
Alumni Association of Long Island Col- Suicide in American Cities. The first din-
lege Hospital was formed. Article II ner dance of the Alumni Association was
reads as follows: “The objects of the held that day at the Iron Pier in Coney
Association are to promote the interests Island after the meeting was completed.
of the Long Island College Hospital in 150 members and guests attended. Early
the work of medical education and to on, the Association realized that contact
encourage and promote the scientific with its constituency was very important.
investigation of medical subjects.” These A list of the Alumni from 1860-1881 was
principles, written 125 years ago, are still therefore published and sent to the alum-
followed. At this meeting all the mem- ni as well as to local medical community
bers present were assessed one dollar to members.

pay for start up costs, mostly for the

printing of announcements and postage. 1882 To further develop the association; the

The first president of the Association was
Alexander Johnston Chalmers Skene
(1837-1900).

graduating Class of 1882 were invited to
attend the alumni dinner. James Watt,
class of 1860, offered to pay for these stu-

Title page from Dr. Skenes book.

Alexander Johnston Chalmers Skene.




dents should the Alumni Association
have any shortfall from their treasury.
Other initiatives during these early years
included the formation of (1) an alumni
glee club, (2) an alumni orchestra and (3)
a public lecture program.

1899

1900

The history of Long Island College Hos-
pital and its graduates was published by

the Alumni Association and was edited
by Joseph H. Raymond, Class of 1868.

There were 1,748 graduates.

1890 An Alumni pin was designed and medical =~ 1908 A register was published listing 2,239
students were permitted to wear it after graduates.
their completion of the first year. This
proved to be a very popular article to own 1912 Associate membership was approved for
and to wear and many students and graduates of other medical schools who
physicians, not alumni, were politely were affiliated with the teaching depart-
asked not to wear the pin. ment of Long Island College Hospital. A
two-dollar initiation fee was assessed to
1892 A third roster of members was published all of the associate members.
with 1,276 names being included.
1919 Alumni Day was first begun. This was to
1893 The bylaws were amended to provide for be a means of binding the alumni more
annual dues of one dollar and the elec- firmly to its alma mater and to foster a
tion of a permanent historian. closer relationship with the administra-
tion and faculty by their participation in
this activity.
Iron Pier at Coney Island.

1908 roster.
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Hoagland lab.

1925

1930

1931

1935

1936

The initial issue of the Long Island Col-
lege Hospital Alumni Journal was pub-

lished.

Long Island College Hospital formally
becomes the Long Island College of
Medicine. Each of these entities had
their own administration and governing
bodies but worked together in the educa-
tion of physicians.

Article I of the Constitution was changed
to read that the organization shall hence-
forth be called the Alumni Association of
the Long Island College of Medicine.

The alumni journal’s name was changed
to the Long Islander Medical Journal.
This allowed for broader advertising

potentials thereby increasing revenue.

Dues were increased to three dollars. The
Alumni Fund was established to help

1938

1939

1941

subsidize projects such as research, schol-
arship and student aid. The Class of
1906 gave five hundred dollars as an ini-
tial start with the Classes of 1911 and
1914 pledging also to give five hundred
dollars each.

The Alumni Fund had $5,000. Snap-
shots of alumni and faculty were first

published in the Alumni Journal.

The scientific session on Alumni Day had
topics that included: (1) Ancient and
Modern Methods of Poisoning (2) The
Management of Pelvic Malignancies and
(3) The Reconstruction of the Arm and
Hand.

The Alumni Fund had $8,000 in its
treasury. As the request of the War
Department the alumni and faculty

established the 79th general hospital in

Long Island College of Medicine
alumni journal, 1925.

1929 semi-centennial roster.




which 35 to 40 teaching staff volun-
teered. This was activated in November
of 1942. The 79th hospital was to have
1,000 beds, 55 medical officers, 100
nurses and 500 enlisted men.

Duncan Clark, M. D., Class of 1936
being named the Editor. In July of 1945
the Alumni Bulletin, 2nd issue, was
devoted to those who gave their lives in

service to their country.

1943 To meet the growing demand of the 1946 The idea of building a medical center is
armed forces for medical officers, the first inaugurated. Six acres of land facing
College merged two classes into three Kings County was purchased on Clark-
years. The first endowed scholarship son Avenue.
fund was established in honor of Dr.

Peter Yudkowski. 1949 The Medical College had a shortfall of
$200,000 for operating expenses. The

1944 The Alumni Association established an Alumni Association pledged $20,000 to
alumni achievement award to be given aid the College. Duncan Clark, M.D.
for distinguished service to American Class of 1936 was appointed Dean and
medicine. The first recipient was Robert resigned as the Editor of the Alumni Jour-
L. Dickinson of the Class of 1882. nal. The State of New York at this time

was actively considering a merger with

1945 During the sixty-fifth year, the Alumni the Long Island College of Medicine in

Bulletin of the Long Island College Hos-
pital of Medicine first appeared with

hopes of forming a State Medical School
located in the New York City area.

1945 Alumni Bulletin of the Long Island College of Medicine, Vol. I, No. 1.

July 1945, second issue of the Alumni Bulletin,

a memorial to those fallen in war.
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1950 A formal ceremony to merge the College

1952

1953

1954

Basic sciences building under construction.
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with the State University system took
place at the Waldorf Astoria on April 5,
1950.

The Board of Managers of the Alumni
Association was no longer able to elect
representatives to the Board of the Med-
ical School as this prerogative was now
placed in the hands of Albany. Plans for
the basic science building were to provide
office space for the Alumni Association.

On April 9, 1953 a groundbreaking cere-
mony for the new basic sciences building

takes place.

The diamond anniversary year was high-
lighted by the cornerstone ceremony per-
formed on October 21, 1954. President
Dwight David Eisenhower and Governor

Thomas E. Dewey attended the ceremo-
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1955

1968

1980

Groundbreaking 1953.

ny. Other attendees included representa-
tives from the State and City Of New
York.

The History of Long Island College Hos-
pital and Long Island College of Medi-
cine and SUNY College of Medicine was
published by the Alumni Association.

Alumni Today, Volume 1, Number 1, the
Bulletin of the Alumni Association of the
College of Medicine of the State Univer-
sity of New York, Downstate Medical
Center was first published.

The 100th anniversary of the Alumni
Association had 300 people attend the
alumni dinner. In addition, there was a
Lincoln Center event held on the same
evening. An alumni directory and a cen-
tennial logo were published as well. The
cost of the dinner dance was $50.00 per



2004
2005

person. Dues were voted to be fifteen dol-
lars for the first five years and fifteen dol-
lars after fifty years with thirty-five dol-
lars being the annual fee for all other
years.

Since the development of SUNY Down-
state Medical Center, the Alumni Associ-
ation has been active. They continue the
principles set forth in Article II of the
1880 bylaws: To aid students in their
education by supporting scholarship
research and the overall growth and
development of its students and acknowl-
edging the accomplishments and achieve-

ments of its alumni.

- This anniversary year, the accomplish-
ments of your Alumni Association
include: (1) The raising of more than one
million dollars earmarked for tuition
scholarships. (2) The granting in excess
of $350,000 for such diverse activities as:

UFLUMNl q\f" Alumni Today
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tuition scholarships to 65 students, sum-
mer research fellowships to 22 students,
health care in developing countries to 16
students, mentoring programs for 275
students, support of the student art and
poetry publication, and support of facul-
ty gem lectures. From little acorns, trees
grow!

From the $500.00 seed placed by the
Class of 1906 to the 10 million dollar
present endowment, our forest enlarges.
If we are to support those activities that
are important for the education and
development of our students, we must
continue our financial growth and devel-
opment. It is only through our caring,
and most importantly our giving, that
this can be accomplished. As President-
Elect of your Alumni Association for the
year 2005-2006, our 125th year, I ask
you to remember these efforts and to sup-
port them in deeds. ©8

Science Education Building, 1999.

1957 first
graduating
" class and
building
dedication.




