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Midwives Caring For Women Through the Partnership
of Education and Practice

College of Health Related Professions
MIDWIFERY EDUCATION PROGRAM

SUNY Downstate Medical Center

Congratulations
For 75 years of formal Midwifery Education!

We honor the first hospital-based midwifery education program!

Honors to the first class, the CLASS OF 1959
At Kings County Hospital, Brooklyn, in affiliation with

Maternity Center Association and the
Johns Hopkins University Hospital.

We salute the many MIC-affiliated midwives, physicians,
nurses, and others—

the pioneers who integrated the midwifery model of care
into American primary care health care.

We honor the Midwifery Council of Greater New York
Representing the Midwifery Leadership of

hospitals, medical centers, and community-based health programs.

Congratulations!
Dorothea M. Lang, CNM, MPH, FACNM

Midwifery class of 1959
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THE MIDWIFERY SERVICE AT MAIMONIDES
MEDICAL CENTER IS PROUD TO BE A PART

OF THIS COMMEMORATION CELEBRATING THE
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SUNY DOWNSTATE

MIDWIFERY EDUCATION PROGRAM

We Salute Your Outstanding
Service and Dedication

to Enhancing the Profession
of Midwifery

TOP ROW FROM LEFT TO RIGHT
HAZEL FARNUM • DENISE KEPPEL • DIANE NICHOLSON • CALLIE MIKELL •
CAROLE POWELL • SIMONE ABBOTT • CATHERINE CANO

SEATED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT
LINDA GAGLIOTI • SHELLY HONG • PHYLLIS LYNN, Midwifery Director •
STEPHANIE MEJIA • TINA BECKER

SUNY Downstate Medical Center
COLLEGE OF NURSING

Best Wishes!
In Celebrating 75 Years of
Continuous Midwifery Education
in the United States

Congratulations!
To All The Award
Honorees and Nominees

Dr. Daisy Cruz-Richman, Dean
Faculty, Staff and Students of
SUNY Downstate Medical Center
College of Nursing
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75 YEARS OF HISTORY

The early part of the twentieth century was marked by great turmoil in medicine,
maternity care, and midwifery. Fervent debate arose in medical and popular liter-
ature regarding the role of midwives in the unacceptably high U.S. infant and
maternal mortality and morbidity rates. Although studies ultimately showed that
midwifery outcomes were at least comparable to, and often better than those of
doctors, the trend was to institutionalize maternity care along with the rest of med-
icine. Because midwives’ skills were needed in underserved areas it was decided
that, rather than eliminating midwives altogether, formal education programs
would be provided for them.1 During these years, several midwifery educational
programs opened and closed—most notably the Bellevue School of Midwifery in
New York City and the Preston Retreat Hospital in Philadelphia.2 The Bellevue
School closed in 1931 and the Preston Retreat Hospital, while it remained open
until 1960,3 had minimal enrollment past 1935.2

In 1932, the Maternity Center Association (MCA) started a school that would
endure. This school was formally called The School of the Association for the
Promotion and Standardization of Midwifery and informally known as the
Lobenstine School of Midwifery, after Dr. Ralph Waldo Lobenstine, Chairman of
MCA’s Medical Board since its founding in 1918.4,5 The Lobenstine School was
specifically established to educate public health nurses to become midwives. Its
clinical services provided care to disadvantaged women in New York City’s
Harlem community. Births were attended at home, except when hospitalization
was deemed necessary. Mary Breckinridge, a member of the MCA Board, sent
Rose McNaught, from the Frontier Nursing Service, to serve as a midwifery edu-
cator.3 Hattie Hemschemeyer, then a public health nurse educator, became the
school’s Executive Director and one of its first graduates.3, 4, 5

Along the way, MCA’s school had affiliations with Teachers’ College of
Columbia University and Johns Hopkins University.4 In 1934, its name changed to
the Maternity Center Association School of Midwifery.4 In 1958, MCA began using
Kings County Hospital Center (KCHC) in Brooklyn as its primary clinical site for
student experiences. In 1974, the registration of the school was changed from
MCA to Downstate Medical Center, where it became a program in the College of
Health Related Professions.6 The program, now known as the SUNY Downstate
Midwifery Education Program, remains nationally respected, best known today for
its longevity and its ethnic and racial diversity, and for taking the innovative step
of educating Certified Nurse-Midwives (CNMs) and Certified Midwives (CMs)

side-by-side in one integrated program. It is also one of a few programs in the United
States to offer a Master of Science degree with a specialization in midwifery.

The establishment of the program at Downstate to educate CMs, in partnership
with the North Central Hospital (NCB) midwifery service, was a major step in estab-
lishing midwifery in the United States as a truly independent profession and in bring-
ing midwives in this nation closer to our midwifery sisters in the many countries
where nursing is not the only route to becoming a midwife. The CM program was
possible only because of the foresight of the New York State midwives who strug-
gled for ten years to gain midwifery licensure, and the vision and fortitude of Lily
Hsia, Downstate’s Midwifery Chair at the time of establishment of the program, Pixie
Elsberry, Midwifery Service Director at NCB, Mary Ann Shah, Downstate’s Special
Projects Director, who played a key role in the program’s establishment, and the
Downstate midwifery faculty (Suzanne Schechter, Aleida Llanes-Oberstein, Grace
Holmes, Nancy Campau, and Valerie Roe) and the midwives at NCB. The faculty
today applauds the pioneering spirit of Downstate’s CM graduates. Their willingness
to be the first, their hard work, and, ultimately, their success have demonstrated to
the United States that midwifery is, indeed, a profession distinct from any other.

REFERENCES:

1 Rooks, JP. (1997) Midwifery and Childbirth in America: 21-31

2 Robinson, M. (2006, August). History of Midwifery in the U.S.
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/52847/history_of_midwifery_in_the_us.html?pa

3 Dawley, K (2003, March-April). Nurse-Midwifery in the United States and Its 1940s
Expansion. Journal of Midwifery & Women’s Health, 48(2): 86-95.

4 Burst, HV & Thompson, JE. (2003, November-December). Genealogic origins of nurse-mid-
wifery education programs in the United States. Brief report. Jounral of Midwifery & Women’s
Health, 48(6):464-472.

5 American College of Nurse-Midwives. Nurse-Midwives Historically Key Answer to Maternal
Healthcare Problem. www.midwife.org/display.cfm?id=441&print=2

6 SUNY Downstate Medical Center webpage. HYPERLINK
"http://www.hscbklyn.edu/CHRP/Midwif/p2.html"
http://www.hscbklyn.edu/CHRP/Midwif/p2.html
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THE MIDWIVES

Betty Carrington, EdD, CNM, FACNM
Betty Carrington has lived a life of dedication
to midwifery service and education. She spent
years in clinical practice, first as a public
health nurse and then as a midwife, with
underserved women and families before
becoming a faculty member at SUNY
Downstate. She later assumed the position of director of the
Columbia University School of Nursing Midwifery Education
Program. Betty also gave the ACNM her valuable expertise by
serving as chair of the Division of Accreditation; during her
tenure the DOA attained institutional accreditation status. She
also served the ACNM as Vice President. After retirement from
midwifery education, Betty continued clinical practice at Harlem
Hospital, working with an underserved population of HIV-posi-
tive women. Betty was honored by the ACNM in 2001 with the
Hattie Hemschemeyer Award.

Marilyn Cottrell, CNM
Marilyn Cottrell was one of the pioneering
midwives in Dr. Gwen Gentile’s family plan-
ning training program at University Hospital
of the SUNY Downstate Medical Center in
the 1970’s. She spent all of her long career at
Downstate providing well-woman gynecology
and family planning services and educating every student fortu-
nate enough to encounter her. Not only midwifery, medical and
nurse practitioner students learned from her—she also generous-

5

Honorees

Rose McNaught, mid-
wifery instructor, teaching
student nurse-midwives at
the Lobenstine School of
Midwifery, in the 1930s.

Midwifery
Yesterday...

and Today...
Photo used with permission of Childbirth Connection.



Ruth Mankoff, CNM, MS
Ruth Mankoff is the Director of Midwifery at
Bronx Lebanon Hospital Center. She began her
midwifery career in England and Wales and
practiced midwifery in Switzerland before com-
ing to the US. In 1988 she graduated from
Columbia’s Midwifery Program and became
part of its faculty, while also practicing clinical midwifery at
Jacobi Medical Center in the Bronx. Ruth is a staunch proponent
of the midwifery model of care and has transformed the Bronx
Lebanon Midwifery Service to reflect this. Midwifery and medical
students leave Bronx Lebanon changed because of Ruth’s nurtur-
ing and positive mentoring, which brings out the best in them.
Ruth manages to mix compassion, business sense, political savvy,
vast knowledge and clinical expertise to make her the outstanding
midwife that she is.

Joanne Middleton, CNM, PhD, FACNM
One of the pioneers of midwifery in the New
York City area, Joanne Middleton developed a
unique service at SUNY Downstate in which no
distinction was made between women who
came to the service via the hospital’s clinic or
with private insurance. Under her leadership,
staff midwives were privileged to work in an environment where
the midwifery model of care was a reality. Joanne’s private prac-
tice, which just celebrated its 30th year in existence, is still thriv-
ing. Over the years Joanne precepted midwifery students from
various educational programs. She also served the ACNM in sev-
eral positions, including that of Vice President, Treasurer and
Program Director for the 1975 annual meeting in NYC. Joanne’s
fierce dedication to serving women as they deserve to be served
inspires her to continue to maintain midwifery ideals in an
increasingly technological climate.

ly served as a consultant for many seasoned clinical practitioners,
including midwives and physicians. She kept her extensive
knowledge base current by attending workshops and seminars and
reading journals. Marilyn embodied the midwifery philosophy by
providing individualized, culturally sensitive care to a fiercely
loyal group of women, and countless midwives remember her
with gratitude as their role model for well-woman gynecology
care.

Lily Hsia, CNM, CPNP, FACNM
Lily Hsia dedicated 37 years of her life to serve
the SUNY Downstate Midwifery Education
Program, beginning as Assistant Clinical
Professor and ending as Chairperson. She was
instrumental in the school’s receiving numerous
grants, and she directed the establishment of the
track for certified midwives (CMs), resulting in Downstate’s
becoming the first program in the country to educate people from
a great variety of backgrounds, including, but not limited to nurs-
ing, to become midwives. Lily has also served on the Journal of
Midwifery and Women’s Health since 1965. She was one of the
original members of the New York State Board of Midwifery, and
chaired the board for two years. She engages in clinical practice
even in her retirement by providing ambulatory care to Chinese-
speaking women. Lily has also served as an international mid-
wifery education consultant in China, Taiwan, Indonesia and
Japan. She was recognized by the ACNM with the Hattie
Hemschemeyer Award in 2005.
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Alexander Sedlis, MD
Alexander Sedlis is well-known to the
Downstate community as the leading expert in
cervical cytology. Internationally educated, he
served for many years as Director of
Gynecology at Downstate and Kings County
Hospital Center, and also as Director of
Downstate’s Colposcopy Clinic. He has published widely and lec-
tured in many countries. Although he is now Professor Emeritus,
Alik continues to see women in Kings County’s Colposcopy
Clinic and to speak each year to the midwifery students on cervical
cytology. He is an extraordinary teacher, clinical resource and role
model for midwives and midwifery students, generously offering
his time as consultant and lecturer. His management criteria are
always up-to-date and focused on the least invasive therapy. He
is especially known for sensitive and affirming care for women.

LEGISLATORS & PUBLIC OFFICIALS

Mary Applegate, MD, MPH
NYS Department of Health
Mary Applegate is the Associate Dean for
Academic Affairs at the University at Albany
School of Public Health. For over a decade
before moving to the University last year, Dr.
Applegate served as Medical Director of the
New York State Department of Health's Bureau of Women’s
Health. In that capacity, she provided medical guidance to pro-
grams addressing the full range of maternal health issues, includ-
ing prenatal care, perinatal regionalization, family planning, repro-
ductive health, breastfeeding promotion, and maternal mortality
prevention. She worked closely with the Medicaid program to
ensure that New York’s Medicaid policies were as supportive as
possible of women’s health care. In all aspects of her job at the
Department of Health, she worked hard to ensure that policies

OTHER HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

Stephen Ajl, MD
Stephen Ajl, a pediatrician who arrived at
SUNY Downstate in 1986, is a valued friend of
midwifery and a proponent of the ideals by
which midwives practice. His advocacy for
breastfeeding led him to establish the SUNY
Downstate University Hospital Breast Feeding
Support Group, which met weekly and offered free support to any
breastfeeding mother. Steve himself was always in attendance. He
has graciously shared his expertise with midwifery students by
lecturing on infant development and participating in the
Breastfeeding Basics workshop each year. Steve is also renowned for
his work in child abuse prevention; he has served on the Board of
Directors of the Brooklyn Child Advocacy Center and on the NYC
Mayor’s Task Force on Child Abuse. He is a much-beloved pediatri-
cian for the children of many midwives and the women they serve.

Gwen Gentile, MD
Gwen Gentile is a reproductive endocrinologist
whose dedication to providing contraceptive serv-
ices, especially to underserved populations, stems
from her experience of two years in India. After
another two years working to develop Norplant in
Pakistan, she returned to the US and entered the
field of obstetrics and gynecology. Invited in 1975 to join the faculty
at Downstate, Gwen, along with Dr. Schuyler Kohl, began a training
program to educate nurse-midwives in family planning techniques.
Along with her husband, Dr. Donald Helbig, Gwen obtained two
large NIH grants to study issues related to contraception. She has
always been a strong advocate for women’s reproductive rights, and
an exceptional mentor and role model for practicing midwives and
resident physicians, as well as for midwifery, medical, PA and NP stu-
dents. Gwen has been affectionately called “a midwife-doctor.”
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having chosen midwifery home births for all three of her children.
She sponsored NYSALM’s Physical Therapy Bill and co-spon-
sored our Non-Discrimination Privileges Bill. She also authored
the New York State Emergency Contraception Bill and the HPV
Vaccine Bill, and is now proposing legislation to look at the rising
cesarean rate in the state.

Congressman Edolphus Towns
US House of Representatives
Well known to Brooklyn midwives,
Congressman Edolphus Towns is currently
serving his twelfth term in the House, repre-
senting the tenth Congressional District of
Brooklyn. He has repeatedly demonstrated his
support for midwifery by sponsoring legislation that would
increase midwives’ Medicare reimbursement rate to a full 100% of
the physician rate instead of the 65% now on the books. As vari-
ous versions of this legislation have failed to pass each year,
Congressman Towns has reintroduced it in a new form. This
year’s version is The Midwifery Care Access and Reimbursement
Equity Act of 2007. The NYC and Long Island Chapters of
ACNM recently expressed our gratitude for his tireless efforts on
our behalf by recognizing him publicly at a combined meeting at
which he reaffirmed his belief in our profession.

considered and supported midwifery practice. Before the creation
of the New York State Board of Midwifery, she and Nancy
Cuddihy, CNM, were responsible for reviewing and approving
nurse midwives’ backgrounds and practice arrangements.

Assemblyman Richard (Dick) N. Gottfried
Richard N. Gottfried, NYS Assemblyman, rep-
resents the 75th Assembly District in
Manhattan. He is chair of the Assembly Health
Committee. He is a leading state health policy-
maker not only in New York, but also national-
ly. He was a major architect of the Midwifery
Practice Act (1992) and has continually supported midwifery,
including the Non-Discrimination Privileges Bill, one of the major
legislative efforts of the New York State Association of Licensed
Midwives (NYSALM). He was a co-sponsor of NYSALM’s
Physical Therapy Bill, which passed in June, 2007. Dick Gottfried
endorses and fights for stronger consumer protection rights, and was
instrumental in New York’s landmark managed care reforms.
Highlights of his legislative work include the Prenatal Care
Assistance Program, Child and Family Health Plus, Right to Marry
and the Health Care Proxy Law. He is a leading advocate in the
Legislature for civil liberties, reproductive freedom and gay rights.

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin
Amy R. Paulin represents the NYS 88th
Assembly District in Westchester County. Prior
to her election in 2000 she was Executive
Director of My Sister’s Place, a comprehensive
agency working to end domestic violence.
Throughout her legislative career she has been
a dynamic, articulate advocate for women and families, working
on such issues as domestic violence, gun control, day care and
special education. Amy can uniquely relate to midwifery issues,
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
OTHER NOMINEES

MIDWIVES
Joan Bryson, CNM

Charlotte (Pixie) Elsberry, CNM
Julia Lange Kessler, CM
Elaine Mielcarski, CNM

Margaret (Peggy) Naylor, CNM
Lea Rizack, CNM

Laurie Schwartz-Moser, CNM
Nell Tharpe, CNM

LEGISLATORS/PUBLIC OFFICIALS
Larry Mokhiber

Executive Secretary of the Board of Midwifery
NYS Education Department

OTHER HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
Van Dunn, MD

Allan Rosenfield, MD

“THE WOMEN”

Robbie Davis-Floyd, PhD
Robbie Davis-Floyd is an anthropologist whose
advocacy for midwifery stems from her own
experiences with the birth of her two children.
These experiences, the first a traumatic Cesarean
in a hospital and the second a home birth attend-
ed by two lay midwives, led her to choose birth
as her dissertation topic. The resulting book,
Birth as an American Rite of Passage, published in 1992, has
become a classic in the field of women’s studies and medical
anthropology. Since then Robbie has been a spokesperson for mid-
wifery, supporting both Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs)
and CNMs/CMs. She belongs to MANA (as a non-voting member)
and the ACNM (as a Friend of the College). She has served as an
adviser to the Maternity Center Association and as a committee
member of the Coalition for Improving Maternity Services (CIMS).

Doris Haire
For forty years Doris Haire has been a powerful,
committed and effective voice for safe maternal-
child health care in the US and abroad. She has
devoted her life to raising awareness of the need
for quality research about the effects of common
obstetrical practices and drugs on women and
their infants. She has spoken and published widely on her findings;
her 1972 publication, The Cultural Warping of Childbirth, was the
first referenced analysis focusing on the lack of scientific support for
most common obstetric practices. Doris is currently President of the
American Foundation for Maternal and Child Health, a past Chair of
the National Women’s Health Network, and a past President of, and
current consultant to, the International Childbirth Education
Association. She has testified at three Congressional hearings on
obstetric care and brought about the first General Accounting Office
investigation into the FDA’s questionable drug regulating practices.
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HONORARY GALA COMMITTEE

Katherine "Katy" Dawley (Philadelphia University)
Howard Minkoff

(Maimonides Medical Center Department of OB/GYN)
SUNY Downstate College of Nursing

SPONSORS

American College of Nurse Midwives (ACNM)
ACNM Region 2, Chapter 1, NYC Midwives

Childbirth Connection
Lansinoh

Merck Pharmaceuticals
New York State Association of Licensed Midwives (NYSALM)

New York State Fund for Midwifery
Park Slope Midwives

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTORS

Carol Ambrose
Karen Burgin

Helen Varney Burst
Nancy DeVore

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Ronnie Lichtman, CNM, PhD, FACNM, Chair
Dorothy Waleski, MA, MPA, Assistant Dean,

College of Health Related Professions

MIDWIFERY EDUCATION PROGRAM
FACULTYAND STAFF

Carol Ambrose, CNM, MPH
Sheryl Eason, AAS

Grace Holmes, CNM, MS
MaryAnne Laffin, CNM, MS, FACNM

Aleida Llanes-Oberstein, CNM, MS, FACNM
Valerie Roe, CNM, MS

Suzanne Schechter, CNM, MS

COLLEAGUES
Joan Bryson, CNM, LM
Karen Burgin, CNM, MA

Patricia Burkhardt, CNM, DrPH
Maureen Corry, MPH

Charlotte (Pixie) Elsberry, CNM, MSN, FACNM
Elizabeth Gallego, CM, MS

Emalie Gibbons-Baker, CNM, MS
Helena Grant Henderson, CNM, MS
Dorothea Lang, CNM, MPH, FACNM

Phyllis Lynn, CNM
Nancy Moley, CNM, MS
Sakina O’Uhuru, CM, MS
Nancy Villa Riggs, SNM
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75 FOR 75 CLUB

Katherine Abelson
Kathryn Boyer
Karen Burgin

Patricia Burkhardt
Katherine Camacho Carr

Betty Carrington
Maureen Corry

Robbie Davis-Floyd
Katy Dawley
Nancy Devore

Charlotte (Pixie) Elsberry
Eunice (Kitty) Ernst

Phyllis Farley
Judith Fullerton
Elizabeth Gallego
Gwen Gentile
Anne Gibeau
Doris Haire

Richard Jennings
Dorothea Lang

Julia Lange-Kessler
Ronnie Lichtman

Ruth Lubic
Phyllis Lynn

Joanne Middleton
Margaret (Peggy) Naylor

Janette O’Sullivan
Christine Obremski
Richard Schwarz
Barbara Sellars

Suzanne and Brian Smith
Nancy Villa Riggs
Helen Varney Burst
Claire Westdahl
Barbara Wisdom
Laura Zeidenstein

16 17

Thank You

The SUNY Downstate Midwifery program faculty
and Planning Committee thank

Felix Hernandez
for volunteering his wonderful DJ services.

Thank You
The SUNY Downstate Midwifery Program faculty

thanks the Gala 75 Planning Committee, 75-for-75 Club
members and the Honorary Committee.

Your work and generosity are inspiring.

Thank You
The SUNY Downstate Midwifery Program

congratulates all Gala 75 nominees and awardees.
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On behalf of the faculty, staff,
students and alumni of the College of Health Related
Professions at SUNY Downstate, it is my honor to
congratulate the Midwifery Education Program faculty
and staff for their contribution to 75 years of
Continuous Midwifery Education in the United States.

We join you in commemorating this important milestone
and celebrate your vision, leadership, and unwavering
commitment to innovative Midwifery Education,
outstanding clinical practice and compassionate
care for women and their families.

Your leadership serves as a model for all health professions!

Congratulations
Dr. DawnMorton-Rias
Dean



Honor Roll
Winifred Connerton
Rachel Cooper
Maureen Copper
Faith Cornwall
Lisha Coster
Jessica Cotto
Marilyn Cottrell
Lisa Cousineau
Agatha Phillips Cropper
Richard Crummer
Nancy Cuddihy
Debra Cumberbatch
Kathy Cunningham
Ivonne Dabovich
Hannah Davis
Lorna Davis
Rhonda DeGannes
Ingrid Deler-Garcia
Constance Derrell *
Laura Desimme
Nancy DeVore
Joan Ditchik *
Margaret Donat
Therese Dondero *
Sonja Dowie *
Brenda Doyle
Alisa Dukach
Susan Dummit
Marian Dunn
Yvonne Edwards

Donna Ehrick
Lilyan Elkind
Jane Elliott
Charlotte “Pixie” Elsberry
Eunice “Kitty” Ernst
Eve Faber
Hazel Farnum
Brooke Farrell
Arlee Ferguson
Betsy Fitzsimmons
Rebecca Flather
Elinor Flood
Florence Francis
Ruth Francis
Paula Freedman
Marie Frey
Rachel Fruchter *
Linda Gaglioti
Judith Gale
Dorothy Gallagher-
Garcia
Juanita Gallegos
Sally Gambill
Theresa Gay
Jacqueline Gibson Gazella
Gwen Gentile
Suzanne Gentner
Susan Gerken
Therese Germaine
Ikbal Ghanim

Anne Gibeau
Alice Gilgoff
Leonard Glass
Patricia Glynn
Marilyn Gold
Rachel Gordon
Phyllis Gorman
Karen Trister Grace
Helena Grant-Henderson
Thelma Grant
Jacqueline Greenfield
Joyce Griffin
Amos Grunebaum
Susan Guarcello
Anne Gudi
Susan Haas
Edward Hall *
Rebecca Hamilton
Michele Handelman
Amy Hanowitz-Britt
Linda Harrell
Martha Harvey
RobyneHeath-Carrasquillo
Donald Helbig
Louis Hellman *
Sabrina Hellman
Hattie Hemschemeyer *
Beverly Henney
Kathy Herron
Aileen Hogan

Honor Roll
ACADEMIC FACULTY, LECTURERS, AND

PRECEPTORS FOR THE MATERNITY CENTER
ASSOCIATION (MCA) AND SUNY DOWNSTATE

Lauren Abrams
Ovadia Abulafia
Bonnie Adler
Hanna Agabi
Monica Aguilera
StephenAjl
Sandra Alexander
Susan Altman
Carol Ambrose
Neel Arant
NhungArgota
Betsy Arnold-Leahy
Nelia Axalan
TazminAziz
Hilary Baldwin
Karen Baldwin
Charisse Banfield *
Linda Barnes
Linda Baxter
Laurette Beck *
Tina Becker
Lavone Beckwith
Ruth Coates Beeman *
Eve Beller
Linda Belsen
Anne-MarieBentsi-Addison
Diane Berg

Judy Berk-Levine
Karen Bergstein
Dale Bierschenk
Jacqueline Biggs
Laurie Bleich
Randall Bloomfield
Kathleen Blount-Skeete
Elizabeth Bonet
John Boyce
Sonia Braham
Kathleen Breault
Jeanettte Breen
Barbara Brennan
Heidi Brenner
Kenneth Bromberg
Carol Bronte
Stacey Brosnan
Evelyn Brown
M. Patricia Brown
Michael Brown
Veda Browne
Joan Bryson
Carol Bues
Karen Burgin
Patricia Burkhardt
Jane Burt
Hazel Burton

Bevin Cahill
Helena Callard
Mariella Camargo
Louis Camilien
Nancy Campau
Latisha Campbell
Catherine Cano
Kim Caraway
Sheila Carpenter
Katherine C. Carr
Betty Carrington
Theodora Carter
Daniel Cary
Carmella Cavero
Ann Christiano Cerami
Fion Chan
Peggy Chanis *
Marlyne Charles
Leon Chesley *
Mei Ka Chin
Gladys Christophe
Heather Clarke
Jean Clarke-Brown
Lesley Cohen
Patty Cohen
Rebecca Colby
Eileen Conde
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Honor Roll
Dawn Morton-Rias
Ilona Mostel
Gloria Mtomboti
Jeanne Murphy
Deepak Nanda
Margaret “Peggy”Naylor
Diane Nicholson
Maria Nierenberg
Julie O’Brien
Veronica O’Brien
Janette O’Sullivan
Sakina O’Uhuru
Patricia Obionwu
Christine Obremski
Godgive Okoli
Shirley Okrent
Alice Olosunde
Grace Ortiz
Deborah Paley
Susan Papera
Aruna Parekh
Freida Parks
Francine Pasadino
Jennifer Patuto
June Paul
Glendarine Payne
Elaine Pendleton
Joanne Pepe
Aleyamma Philipose

Carole Powell
Estelle Press
Lillian Priante
Marge Priola
Jeanne Raisler *
Sarah Rawstron
Maureen Rayson
Annie Redman
Cecilia Richard
Irene Riordan
Alicia Rivera
Maria Rivera
Valerie Roe
Pat Roman
Kathy Rosenberg
Nancey Rosensweig
Margo Rosenthal
Janet Rousseau
Asoka “Koko” Roy*
Nathan Rudolph
Lillian Runnerstrom *
Cathia Saint Jean
Mary Sampino
Lorraine Sanders
Edwin Santiago
Suzanne Schechter
Myles Schiller
Marilyn Schmidt
Nicole Schneider

Marlene Schoening
Dawn Schwartz
Laurie Schwartz-Moser
Richard Schwarz
Alexander Sedlis
Suzanne Seger
Pat Semeraro
Roseanne Seminara
Lorraine Sevcovic
Mary Seravalli
Concetta Sestito
Mary Ann Shah
Ann Shaw
Yorleny Sherrier-McKnight
Dana Sidney
Bonnie Sihler
Laurie Silberstein
Gail Sinquefield
Deborah Smith
Suzanne M. Smith
Barbara Sommers
Linda Sosman
Simone Spencer
Elizabeth Stein
Karen Stern
Leslie Chason Stern
Linda Stocker
Marian Strachan *
Evelyn Sucher

Honor Roll
Kathleen Hogarty
Grace Holmes
Naomi Holzer
Betty Hosford
Lily Hsia
Lily Huang
Mary Ellen Hughes
Martine Jean-Baptiste
Karen Jefferson
Jill Jenks
Richard Jennings
Sabine Jeudy
Muriel John
Ellie Johnson
Mary Johnson
Marilyn Jollon
Marcia Jones
Sadie Jones
Diana Juliano
Elaine Kaplan
Betty Kapp
Shellon Karim-Lewis
Theresa Katulis
Debra Katz
Anne Katz-Jacobson
Vera Keane *
Tavoria Kellam
Denise Keppel
Julia Lange Kessler

Abbe Kirsch
David Kliot *
Ruby Ko
Jeanne Kobritz
Christina Kocis
Schuyler Kohl *
Catherine Kowalski *
Nancy Kraus
Annemarie Krim
MaryAnne Laffin
Loretta LaFleur
Cherida Lally
Dorothea Lang
Bosede Larekan
Maura Larkin
Sheela Laungani
Tam Le *
Charlotte LeDoux
Patty Lee
Kristen Leonard
Lauren Lese
Marlyn Lestage-LaForest
Jacqueline Lewis
Ronnie Lichtman
Rochel Lieberman
Mazel Lindo
Rochelle Lipshutz
Martha Livingston
Aleida Llanes-Oberstein

Hanna Loftin
Joyce London
Maryann Long
Lisa Lorelli
Ruth Lubic
Jessica Lynn
Phyllis Lynn
Patti Mahoney
Barri Malek
UmaimahMahmud-Thiam
Sukdai Mangru
Ruth Mankoff
Elaine Marsh
Elissa Marsh
Careen Mauro
Goldie McBride
Sr. Maureen McCarthy
Judith McCarthy-Dalton
Christiane McCloskey
Sharon McDowall
Rose McNaught *
Marion McPadden,
Hermann Mendez
Joanne Middleton
Callie Mikell
Howard Minkoff
Nancy Moley
Eugenia Montesinos
Lonnie Morris
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SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS
FROM THE GALA COMMITTEE

The Gala Committee wishes to acknowledge and thank the follow-
ing individuals for their contributions to the 75th Gala Celebration:

Biomedical Communications
JoAnn Bradley, EdD

Senior Vice President for Institutional Advancement & Philanthropy
Heidi Christensen, MPH

Sheryl Eason, AAS
Facilities Management Personnel

Dorcas Gelabert
Madrid Designs
Felix Hernandez
Rhythm Revue

Karen Jefferson, CM, MS
Michael Harrell
Regina Howell

Director, Student Center
John C. La Rosa, MD

President, SUNY Downstate Medical Center
Dawn Morton-Rias, EdD, PA-C

Dean, College of Health Related Professions
Meg O’ Sullivan

Assistant Vice President for Student Life
Office of Institutional Advancement

Ernest Sgaglione
Cafe 101

Student Center Staff
University Police

Dorothy Waleski, MA, MPA
Assistant Dean, College of Health Related Professions

AD Manufacturing Corporation
Trophies, Awards & Plaques
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* In Remembrance

The Gala Program Committee offers its sincerest apologies to any academic faculty,
lecturers, and preceptors who should be on this Honor Roll and whose names have been
inadvertently omitted.

Marilyn Suffet
Melanie Murphy
Sumersille
Mary Ann Surman
Mary Sweeting *
Colette Swietnicki
Susan Tanke
Catherine Tanksley
Marcy Perlman Tardio
Joyce Thompson
Diana Torres
Sheila Townsend
Carol Rose Trzaska
Teresa Turi

Sally Urang
Patricia Urbanus
Charmaine Ventour
Carolyn Villamil
Miriam Vincent
Peggy Visher
Kristin Walsh
Annette Walton
Martha Weislo
Emily Wenzel
Denise Wharton
Karen Wheeler
Holly White
Mary Widhalm

Jane DeClue Wiggins
Alda Williams
Janet Williams
Neysa Williams
Barbara Wisdom
Carol Wolfson
Edie Wonnell
Gabrielle Long Wright
Alice Yao
Lisa Young
Laura Zeidenstein
Nina Zwolinski
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Miriam T. Vincent, MD, PhD
Professor And Chair

And The Faculty And Staff Of The
Department Of Family Medicine

Are Proud To Join In

A GALA CELEBRATION
75 Years Of Midwifery Education

In The United States

Midwifery Education Program
SUNY Downstate Medical Center

Brooklyn, New York
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NEWYORK STATE FUND FOR MIDWIFERY, INC.

Congratulates
MIDWIFERY EDUCATION
For 75 Years of Preparing Unique

and Special Practitioners

&
SUNY – DOWNSTATE MIDWIFERY

EDUCATION PROGRAM

FOR CONTINUING THIS TRADITION OF
EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION

IN MIDWIFERY EDUCATION
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Thank You

Thank You

The SUNYDownstate
Midwifery program
faculty and Planning
Committee thank
everybody who is
with us today.

CAMP
The Committee for the

Advancement of
Midwifery Practice

from the
Department
of Urology,

SUNY Downstate
Medical Center

“The future depends
on all of us!”

www.CAMPmidwives.com

With a strongly rooted program,
you continue to excel in
educating midwives

while being an innovator in
midwifery education.

CONGRATULATIONS
DOWNSTATE

on your 75th Anniversary!

Congratulations
on your 75th

Anniversary

CONGRATULATIONS
On Your 75th Anniversary

We Honor the Awardees

from

Downstate Office of Planning
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My deepest appreciation to the wonderful Gala Planning
Committee. You worked so hard to make this event happen. Thank you
from my heart.

Ronnie Lichtman

Thank you to the 75-for-75 Club and to the Honorary Committee for
your generous support.

Ronnie Lichtman, for the
Gala Planning Committee

I deeply value the partnership of education and practice and
congratulate Downstate's midwifery program, especially for its
pioneering of CM education.

Richard Jennings, CNM, MSN

Congratulations, Robbie. Your work and dedication to promote
midwifery and improve care for women, babies and families is felt
around the world.

Love, Debra Bonaro

We honor and celebrate our highly esteemed mentor, leader,
colleague and friend, Ruth Mankoff, CNM.

With love, the Midwives at Bronx Lebanon

Congratulations to our Midwifery Director: Ruth Mankoff, CNM,
for her extraordinary commitment to Women's Health.

Dr. Magdy Mikhail and the Ob-Gyn Department at
Bronx Lebanon Hospital

To Amy Paulin: Thanks for all you do for women, children and
midwives in Albany. I’m so glad that you’re my Assemblywoman!

Nancy Kraus, CNM

Congratulations to all of the excellent midwives who take such good
care of our patients.

Frank E. Lucente, MD

Congratulations and continued success to the best midwifery
program in the world. I should know, I'm a proud graduate!

Lorraine Sanders, CNM


